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PREFACE. - 
5 4 — 
4 7 2 5 1 e the Praiſes 
8 TG. IF [Lumen ſo worn out by 


bie and frequent uſe, © _ 
15 5 N 1 Tis .o „ © 
d, by the Flattery, that 
LY e attends it, that it 
is 0 Kal 7 Funeral Orations, or Panes - * 
Oricls, are more conſider d for the Eleganey . 
LY of Style, and "Fineneſs of Wit, than for the '" 
I Authority theyearry with them as to the Truth | | 
Woof Matters of Fact. And yet I am not here-, 
by deterred from medling with this kind of Ar- 
gument, nor from handling it with. all the 
plainneſs I can; delivering only what I my 


ſelf heard and faw, without any borrowed 


Ornament. I do eaſih foreſ, Jee how many wi il 7 
be engaged for i the * of their. _ "2 


35 


pip: But this noble Lord himſelf not only 
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S + 85 
e Practices, to diparag 15 
 » what T am to write. Others will cenſure it, 


becauſe it comes from one of my Profeſſion ; 1 
too many ſuppoſing us to be induced to rams bes 


ſuch Diſcourſes for carrying on what th 
pleaſed to call Our Trade. Some will think 
Idref it up too artificially, avid others, that 
T preſent it too plain and naked. © 

But being reſolyd to govern my 2 by the 
exact Rules of Truth, I ſhall be 755 con- 
cerned in the Cenſures I may fall under. It 
may ſeem liable to great Exception, that 1 
ſhould diſcloſe fo many Things, that were diſ- 
covered to me, if not under the Seal of .Con- 
feſſon, yet under the Confidence of Friend- 


Teleaſed me from all Obligations o this kind, 
when T waited on him in his laſt & ſt Sickneſs, a 
few Days before | he died; but gave it me in 
Charge not to ſpare him i by any thing which I 
thought might be of uſe to the Living; and 
was not ill pleaſed to be laid open, as well in 
the worſt, as in the beſt and laſt Part of his 
Life ; being ſo ſincere in his Repentance, that 
be was not unwilling to take Shame to himſelf, 
by fuffering his Faults to be us bk the 
oy. of bern... 


3 1 write 


, F 
2 
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The PREFACE. 

I write with one great diſadvantage, * that 
1 cannot reach his chief Defign, without men- 
tioning ſome of his Faults: But I have 
touched them as tenderly as the Occaſion would 
ne, ; and I am yrs with much more ſoft- 

o than he defired, or would have conſented 
=o? had T told him how T intended to ma- 
nage this Part. I have related nothing with 
jerfonal Reflections on any others concerned 
with him, wiſhing. rather that they themſelves, 
Wrefiecting on the Senſe be badvof his former 
Diſorders, may be thereby led to forſale their 
own,” than that they ſhould be any ways re- 
re d by what I write : and therefore, though 

be uſed very few Reſerves with me, as to bis 
14. 07 Life, Het ' fince others bal a ſhare, = 
+» moſt Parts M it, I ſhall relate nothing but 
phat more immediately concerned himſelf; and 


ſhall fay no more of his Faults, than is ne 


95 effary to illuſtrate his Repentance. | Wo 
cb 1 Occafion- that led me into ſo particu- 


li 4 Knowledge of him, was an Intimation 
given: me by a Gentleman of his Acquaintance, 
0 bf his * to ler me. This as ſome time in 
8 1679. when he was flowly-reco= 
ering out of a greut Diſeaſe. Hie had un- 
7 « that OK: aften attended on one well 
Wh 


The PREFACE 


Known to him, that died the Summer before 
He was alſo then entertaining bimſelf in that 
low. State of his Health, with the firſt Part be 
of the Hiſtory of the Reformation, then a1 
newly come out, with which he fend not ill 
575 and we had accidentally met in two 
or three Places ſometime before. "Theſe were 
the Motives that led him to call for my Com- 
pany. After I had waited bim once or 
twice, he grew into that freedom with me, 
as to open to me all his Thoughts, both | of 
Religion and Morality; and to give me 4 al 
View of his paſt Life : and emed not un- 
eaſis at my frequent Vi ifits. So till he went 
from London, which was in the beginning 
of. April, I waited on him often, As ſoon 
as ] heard how. ill he was, and how much. be 
4 touched with the Senſe. of his fornier 
7 Life,. I writ to him, and received from him 
an Anſwer, that, without my Knowledge, was 
printed ſince his. Death, from. 4 Copy which Thi 
one of his Servants canveyed to the Preſs. In my , 
it there is fo_undeſerved 4 Value put on mie, . 
that it had been very indecent for me to have 
dbu bliſſod it: Let that muſt be attributed to his 
5 Cu and Way of N And indeed be Re 
3 known te eſe 12 of the Clergy, e 


2000; 4 £ | . that 
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D . good Opinion he had of me, is to 
be imputed. only. to bis nac quaintance with 
others. ws 
V End of writing is ſo to d ifeharge the 
loft Commands this Lord left on me, as that 
it may be effectual to awaken thoſe 25 run 
on to all the Exceſſes of Riot; and that in 
the midſt of thoſe Heats, which their Luſts 
and Paſſions raiſe in them, they may be a lit- 
tle wrought on by fo great an _ „one 
15bo had run round the whole Circle of Luxy- 
ry; and as Solomon ſays of himfe A, 
ſoever his Eyes deſired, he Kept i 
from them; and with- held his Heart ' 
from no'J oy. Hut when he looked back on 


Strength, he efteemed it Vanity and Vexa- 


Learning, and both as much improved with 
Thinking and & tuch, as perhaps any Liber- 

tine of the Age; het when' he refletted on all 
bis former e even before his Mind ss 


them Madneſs and Folly. But when the Pows' 
ers of Religion came to operate on him, then 


* added a 1 to the Contempt | he — 5 
IS F B 


all that on which he had waſted his Time and 


tion of Spirit: Though he bad both as F; 7 
much natural Wit, and as much acquired by 


illuminated with better Thoughts, he counted _ 


* . 
* 
«7 


chiefly on thoſe on whom his former Converſa- 
tion might have had ill Effects. 


The PR E F A c =” 
mer hy had of them, | ſuitable to what became 


4 ſincere Penitent, and expreſſed. himſelf in 
fo clear and ſo calm'a manner, ſo ſenſible of 
his Failings towards his Maker and his Re- 
deemer, that as it wrought not a little on thoſe | 
that were about him; ſo, T hope, the making Whas 


it Publick, may have a more general Influence, 


] have endeavoured to give his Character 
as. fully as I could take it: for I who faw 


him only in one Li ight, in a ſedate and quiet 


Temper, when he was under a great decay of 


Strength and loſs of Spirits, cannot give his 


Picture with that Life and Advantage that 


. - others may, who knew him when his Parts were 
more bright and lively; het the Compoſure he 
was then in, may perhaps be ſuppoſed to ba- 


lance any abatemeit. of his uſual Vigour which 
the declination of - his Health brought him un- 


der. I have written this Diſcourſe with as 


much. Care, and have conſidered it as narrowly 
as. I could. I am ſure I have ſaid nothing 


but Huth; I have done it ſlowly, and often 


| | uſed =ity Mr Thoughts i in it, not being ſo 5 


much concerned in the Cenſures "might fall on 


by jh, # as cautions thay ihe ſhould paſs, 


wy 


7% 1 that 
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that might obſtruft my only D efien 3 
which is the doing what I can towards the re- 


le of forming a looſe and lewd Age. And if ſuch 
Re- ſignal Inſtance concurring with all the Evi- 
thoſe N dence that we have for our moſt holy Faith, 


has no Effect on thoſe who are running the 
ſame Courſe, it is much to be feared they are 
given up to a reprobate Senſe. 


OFTHE gy 


LIFE: and DEATH, 
ST 0 F025 4510 


r ; 4 103 5 W | ; | , 
Earl of R OCHESTER, 


; 5 Ohn Wilmer, Earl of Roches | 
ter, was born in April, 
Anno Dom. 1648, His Fa- 
ther was Henry Earl of 
Noche er, but beſt know 
by the Title of the Lond 
Wilmat, wks bort ſo great a Part in all 


the late Wars, that mention is oſten 


mage of him in 


the Hiſtor And had 
| . 4 


* 


PO, 


the chief Share in the Honour of the Pre- 
ſervation of his Majeſty that now Reigns, 
after Worceſter-Fight, and the conveying 
Him from Place to Place, till he hap- 
pily eſcaped into Fance: But dying be- 

| fore the King's Return, he left his Son 
little other Inheritance, but the Honour 
and Title derived to him, with the Pre- 
tenſions ſuch eminent Services gave him 


it tothe King's Favour: Theſe were care- 


1 


3 fully managed by the great Prudence 
and Diſcretion of his Mother, a Daugh- 
I. ter of that noble and ancient Family of 
the St. Johns of Wiltſhire ; ſo that his Edu 
in _ cation was carried on in all things ſuit2 


bly to his Quality, E W % 44 


* 
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When he was at School, he was an 
extraordinary Proficient at his Book 
and choſe ſhining Parts which have fer 
appeared with ſo much n 


* i ——_ — 
a” 0 e 
*, a 


ich Luſtre, began 
then to ſhew themſelveß: He acquired 
the Latin to fuch Perfection, chat to his 
_ dying-Day he retained 4 great reliſh of 
 theFineneſs and Beauty of that Tongue, 
ü ID $5972.05; Coy TT) Ti D Iii of Ws / rte 
and was exactly verſed in the incompa- 
Able Authors that writ about Auguſtus's 
Time, whom he read'6ften with that 
8 1 „ — Poo 
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and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 1 
ave ever found in thoſe Kudie 


leneral Joy which over-ran the whole 
ation upon his Majeſty 


y and Temperance that became a ſe- 


og, produced ſome ol its ill Effects on 


yd and Worceſter : 
mediate Care of Mr. Phineas Berry, a 


d and good natur d Man; whom he 
ferwards ever uſed with nch Reſpect, 


'rought ſo. much on him, that he broke 
f the Courſe of his Studies; to which 


10 Means could ever effectually recal 
im; till when he was in Itah his Go- 
ernour, Dr. Balfour, a learned and wor- 


85 * now a 2 Phyſician 1 in 
5 


8 


eculiar delight which the greateſt aas 
When he went to the Univerſity, the 


s Reſtauration, 
ut was not regulated with that Sobrie- 


ous Gratitude to God for ſo great a Bleſ- 


im: He began to love theſe Diſorders 
do much: His Tutor was that Emi- 
eat and Pious Divine Dr. Blanford, af- 
erwards promoted to the Sees of Ox- 
And under his In- 
pection, he was committed to the more 


ello w of Wadbam College, a very learn- 


nd rewarded him as became à Great 
an. But the Humour of that Time 


2 


moſt of his Time, to read much: And 


4 7 * G * Fe” g 
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lo his Native Countty, drew him. 
to read fuh Books, as were molt like. Ye 
ly to bring him back to love Learning ”"* 
and Study: and he often acknowledged hac 
to me, in particular three Days before ped 
his Death, how much he was obliged to I 
love and honour this his Governour; to bre 
whem he thought he owed more chan nat 
to all the World, next after his Parents n 
for his great Fidelity and Care of him 07 
while he was under his Truſt. But no ſtra 
part of it affected him more ſenſibly, 52% 
than that he engaged him by many 2 


Tricks (fo he expreſſed it) to delight in 
Books and Reading; ſo that ever after 
he took occaſion inthe Intervals of thoſe 
- woful Extravagancies, that conſumed 


though the Time was generally but in. 
differently employed, for the choice of 
the Subjects of his Studies was not al- 
ways good, yet the habitual Love of 
Knowledge, together with theſe Fits of 4 
S Study, had much awaken'd his Under- that 
fſtanding, and prepared him for bettet ; 
Things, when his Mind ſhe ald be lo of l 
8 far 5 as to reliſh chem. ( Thi 
FR Hell 


o 
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and Deathof John E. of Rocheſter. 17 
He came from his Travels in the 180 
ike. Year of his Age, and appear d at Court 
nl with as great Advantages as molt ever 
had. He was a graceful and well- ſha- 
ped Perſon, tall, and well made, if not 
4d off little too ſlender: He was exactly well 
te bred, and what by a modeſt Behaviour 
natural to him, what by a Civility be- 
come almoſt as natural, his Converſa- 
tion was eaſie and obliging. He had a 
ſtrange Vivacity of Thought, and Vi- 
ly, gour of Expreſſion: His Wit had a Sub- 
tilty and Sublimity both, that were 
ſcarce imitable. His Style was clear 


and ſtrong: When he uſed ene 


- 


were very lively, and yet far enoug 
out ofthe common Road: He had made 
himſelf Maſter of the ancient and mo- 
dern Wit, and ofthe modern French and 
Italian, as well as the Engliſh. He loved 
to talk and write of (Speculative Mat- 
ters, and did it with ſo fine a Thread, 
that even thoſe who hated the Subjects 
that his Fancy ran upon, yet could not 
but be charmed with his way of treating 


Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, - were 
4. 11 RI” GC | | 
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of them. Salas among the French; ang 
thoſe bu 9 | 


—_— cu U Po m=_ ages of the = 7 

rw * admired moſt. . 
other Mens Thougbes mixed wich his 
Compoſures; but that flowed rather 
from 2 Im preſlions they made on him 

when he read them, by which they 

came to return upon him as his own Rig 

Thoughts, than that he ſervilely copied the 

from any. For few Men ever had a he 

bolder Flight of Fancy, more ſteddil nin! 

| governed by judgment, than he had. por 

No wonder a young, Man ſo made, and 48a 

1 improved, Was uu aebi in 2 Gon 

. Court. 00 V4 E abo 

1 Soon 1 his wing thahes. * laid with 

| 0 the Gi oecaſion that offered to Sea. 

mhew his readineſs to hazard his Life in Vol 

the Defence and Service of his Coun-N were 

try. In Vinter, 1 665, he wgat with chelff Sir F 

Harl of Sandwich; to Sea, when he was 27 

ſent to lie for. the Dutch Eaſt- India Fleet; N not 

and was in the Revenge, commanded by ;e e 

Sir Thomas  Tiddiman, when the Attack 644 

was made on the Port of Bergen in Nor- I ture 

way, the Duteß Ships having got into that Inis 

Pont. It was as deſperate an Attempt as Lor. 

ever was made: During the whole Acti- wen 

on; the Earl of Nen ſhewed as k brav F Shot 

MI. 1 L9G an 3 
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his 
ther 
him 
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| 5 . 3 by. 2 l 2 +, yy 1 
and as reſolute a Courage as was poſſi- 


ble: A Perſon of Honour told me he 
heazd the Lord Cliford, who was in the 
fare Ship, often magnifie his Courage 
at that time very highly. Nor did the 
Rigours of the Seaſon, the Hardneſs of 
the Voyage, and the extream Danger 
he had been in, deter him from run- 
ning the like on the very next Occaſion: 
For the Summer following he went to Sea 
again, without communicating his De- 
ſign to his neareſt Relations. He went 
aboard the Ship comſhnded by Sir Ed- 
ward Spragge, the Day before the great 

Sea- fight of that Vear: Almoſt all the 
Volunteers that were in the ſame Ship 
were killed. Mr. Middleton (Brother to 
Sir Hugh Middleton) was ſhot in his Arms. 
During che Action, Sir Edvard Spragge, 
not being ſatisfied with the Behaviour 
of one of the Captains, could not eaſily 
find a Perſon that would chearfully ven- 
ture through ſo much Danger, to carry 
his Commands to that Captain. This 
Lord offered himſelf to the Service; and 
went in a little Boat, through all the 
Shot, and delivered his Meſſage, and 
Se C 2 return» 


* 1 
f . e 
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returned back to Sir Edward; which was 
1 much commended by all that ſaw it. 
| He: thought it neceſſary to begin his Life 
wuith theſe Demonſtrations of his Cou- 
rage in an Element and Way of Fight- 
ing, which is acknowledged to be the 
reateſt Trial of clear and undaunted 
TTT 
_ | - . He had lo entirely laid down the In- 
. . temperance. that was growing on him 
before his Travels, that at his Return 
ble hated nothing more. But fallin 
into Company Mat loved theſe Excel: 
ſes, he was, though not without difh- 
culty, and by many Steps, brought back 
"= to it again. And the natural Heat of 
bis Fancy being (inflamed by Wine, 
made him ſo extra vagantly pleaſant, that 
many, to be more diverted by that Hu- 
and deeper in Intemperance; which at 
length did ſo entirely ſubdue him, that, 
2s he told me, for five years together he ¶ ture. 
Was continually drunk; not all the Hea 
while under the viſible effect of it, but 


his Flood was ſo inflam ed, that he was 
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and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 21 
perfectly Maſter of himſelf. This led 
him to ſay and do many wild and un- 
accountable Things: By chis, he ſaid, 
he had broke the firm Conſtitution f 
his Health, that ſeemed ſo ſtrong, that 
nothing was too hard for it; and he had |. 
ſuffered ſo much in his Reputation, that 
he almoſt deſpaired to recover it. There 
were two Principles in his natural Tem- 
per, that being e by that Heat, 
carried him to great Exceſſes; a violent 
love of Pleaſure, and a Diſpoſition to 
extravagant Mirth. The one involved 
him in great Senſuality; the other led 
him to many odd Adventures and Fro- 
licks, in which he was oft in hazard of 
his Life. The one being the ſame ir- 
regular {Appetite in his Mind, that the 
other was in his Body, which made him 
think nothing Diverting that was not 
Extravagant. And though in cold 
Blood he was a generous and good na- 
tured Man, yet he would 20 far in his 
Heats, after any thing that might turn 
to a Jeſt, or Matter of Diverſion: He 
ſaid to me, He never improved his In- 
texeſt at Court, to do a premeditate _ | 
+11 | 9 a CHICT 
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£4 : BP i Paſſages of the Life Bee 
chief to other Perſons- Vet he laid 
out his Wit eee in Libels and 
* Satires, in Which he had a peculiar Ta- 
lent of mixing his Wit with his Malice, 
and fitting both with ſuch apt Words, 
that Men were tempred to be pleaſed 
with them : from thence his Compoſures 
came to be eaſily known, for few had 
ſuch a way of tempering'theſe together, 
as he had: So that when any thing ex- 
traordinary that way came out, as a 
Child is fathered ſometimes by its Re- 
ſemblance, ſo was it laid at his Door as 
Its Parent ind Author.” Rö 
Theſe Exerciſes in the Courſe of: his 
Life were not always equally pleaſant to 
him; he had often ſad Intervals, and 
| ſevere Reflections on them: and chough 
then he had not theſe awakened in him 
from any deep Principle of Religion, 
yet the Horrour, that Nature raiſed in 
him, eſpecially in ſome Sickneſſes, made 
him too eaſie to receive ſome ill Prin- 
ciples, which others | endeavoured® to 
poſſeſs him with; ſo that he was. too 
ſoon brought to ' ſer himſelf to ſecure 


"=_ — his 8 9 that, by 
2 | | dil 


and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 23 
Hiſpoſſeſſing it all he could of the Belief 
or: Apprehenſions of Religion. The 
Licentiouſneſs of his Temper, with the 
Brisknels- of his Wit, diſpoſed him to 
ove the Converſation of thoſe who di- 
ided their Time between lewd Actions 
and irregular Mirth. And ſo lie came 
o bend his Wit, and direct his Stu- 
lies and Endeavours to ſupport and 
rengthen theſe ill Principles both in 
melt and tickers; :: gie 4 od) 

An Accident fell out after this, which 
onfirmed him more in theſe Courſes? 
When he went to Sea in the Year 1665, 
here happened to be in the ſame Ship 
ich him Mr. Montague, and another 
entleman of Quality: theſe two, the 
ormer eſpecially, ſeemed perſwaded 
hat they ſhould never return into Eng- 
und. Mr. Montague ſaid, He was ſure 
of ic ; the other was not ſo poſitive. The 
Earl of Rocheſter, and the laſt of theſe, _ 
entred into a formal Engagement, not 
to Nuithout Ceremonies of Religion, that 
if either of them died, he ſhould appear 
and give the other notice of the future 
State, if there was any. But Mr. Mon- 

8 tague 


as 
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tague would not enter into the Bond 
When the Day came that they thought 
to have taken the Dutch Fleet in the 
Port of Bergen, Mr. Montague, though he 
had ſuch a ſtrong Preſage in his Mind 
of his approaching Death, yet he ge- 
neroufly ſtaid all the while in the place 
of ' greateſt Danger: The other Gen. 
tleman ſignalized his Courage in a mok 
undaunted manner, till near the end office 
the Action, when he fell on a ſudden 
into ſuch atrembling, that he could ſcarce 
ſtand : and Mr. Montague going to him 
to hold him up, as they were in each 
others Arms, a Cannon Ball killed him 
outright, and carried away Mr. Mon: 
tague's Belly, ſo that he died within an 
Hour after. The Earl of Rocheſter told 
me, that theſe Preſages they had in theit 
Minds, made ſome Impreſſion on him 
that there were ſeparated Beings ; and 
that the Soul either by a natural Sega 
city, or ſome ſecret Notice communi- 
cated to it, had a ſort of Divination" 
But that Gentleman's never appearing, 
was a great Snare to him, during ch 
reſt of his Life. Though when he told 


me 


— 
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ond me this, he could not but acknowledge 
19hifff ic was an unreaſonable Thing for him, 

the ro think, thar Beings in another State 
1 he were not under ſuch Laws and Limits, 
find chat chey could not command their own 
ge · ¶ Motions, | but as the ſupream Power 
ace ſhould order them: and that one who 
gen. had ſo: corrupted the natural Principles 
nolfll of Truth, as he had, had no reaſon to 
d oſſ expect that ſuch an extraordinary Thing 
Idenfi ſhould be done for his Conviction. 
arc He told me of another odd Preſage 
him chat one had of his approaching Death 
each in the Lady Marre, his Mother- in- laws 
him Houfe : The Chaplain had dreamt, that 
Mon ſuch a Day he fhould'die'; bur being by = 
+ alf all the Family put eur of the Belief of 
thei vening before at Supper, there being 
nim) thirteen at Table; according to a fend 
and conceit, that one of theſe muſt ſoon die, | 
egaYone of che young Ladies pied se » | 
uni him, chat he was to die. He remem I} 
ion bring His Dream; fell into ſome Difor= * » | 
ring der; and the Lady Warre reproving him  * | 
eig dor his $uperſtirion, he ald, He ws. 
told confident he vas te die before Morning; 
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but he being in perfect Health, it was 
not much minded. It was Saturday 
Night, and he was to preach next Day. 
He went to his Chamber, and ſate up 
late, as appeared by the burning of his 
Candle, and he had been preparing his 
Notes for his Sermon, but was found 
dead in his Bed the next Morning: 
to believe, the Soul was a Subſtance 
diſtinct from Matter ; and this often re- 
turned into his Thoughts. But that 
which perfected his Perſwaſion about 
it, was, that in the Sickneſs which 
brought him ſo near Death before I firſt 
knew him, hen his Spirits were ſo low 
ndnd ſpent, that he could not move nor 

ſtir, and he did not think to live an 

9 Hour, He ſaid, : his Reaſon and Judg- 
ment were ſo clear and ſtrong, that from 
thence he was fully perſwaded that Death 
Vas not the ſpending or diſſolution of 
the Soul, but only the ſeparation of it 
from Matter. Ne had in that Sickneſ 
great Remorſes for his paſt Life; but he 
aſterwards told me, they were rather ge- 
neral and dark Horrors, than any Con- 
%% --- Yon 


* 


let n * 


ictions of ſinning àgainſt God. He 


Strength ſo ſoon, or that he had brought 
uch an ill Name upon himſelf; and had 
un Agony in his Mind about it, which 
e knew not well how to expreſs: But 


at ſuch Times, though he complied with 


Zreeding, to deſire them to pray by him, 
n which he jbyned little himſelf. 


5 ſome Impreſſion of one; and pro- 
eſſed 


ie ved there was no God: Vet when he 


3oodneſs or Juſtice, we aſcribe to the 


as only becauſe he thought it a decent 

ay of ſpeaking; and that as they went 

We D/2 always 
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was ſorry he had lived fo, as to waſt his 


3 explained his Notion of this Being, it 
mounted to no more than a vaſt Power, 
hat had none of the Attributes Of 


is Friends in ſuffering Divines to be 
ent for, he ſaid, he had no great Mind 
o it; and that it was but a piece of his 


nown an entire Atheiſt, who fully "IN 


Deity: Thele were his Thoughts about 
Religion, as himſelf told me. For Mo- 

ality, he freely own'd to me, that tho! 
e talked of it, as a fine thing, yet this 


. 


As to the Supream Being, he had al- 


* 
4x \ 
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always in Cloaths, though in their Frol- 
licks they would have choſen ſometimes 
to have gone naked, if they had not 
feared the People; ſo though ſome of 
them found it neceſſary for humane Life 
to talk of Morality, yet he confeſſed 
they cared not for it, further than the 
Reputation of it was neceſſary for their 
Credit, and Affairs: of which he gave me 
many Inſtances, as their profeſſin 3 
ſwearing Friendſhip, -where they hated 
mortally ; their Oaths and Imprecations 
in their Addreſſes to Women, which they 
intended never to make good; the Plea-· 
ſure they took in Defaming innocent Per- 
ſons, and ſpreading falſe Reports, of ſome, 
perhaps in Revenge, becauſe they could 
not engage them to comply with their il 
Deſigns: The delight they had in making 
People quarrel; their unjuſt uſage off 
* . -. theirCreditors, and putting them off by 
any deceitful Promile they could invent, 
that might deliver them from preſent 
Importunity. So that in deteſtation o 
theſe Courſes he would often break forth 
into ſuch hard Expreſſions concerning 
- hamlelf, as would be indecent for ano- 
Fer co repeat. Such 
i 3 


- * 
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uch had been his Principles and Pra- 
ices in a Courſe of many Vears, which 
lad almoſt quite extinguiſſi d the natu- 
al Propenſities in him to Juſtice and 
ertue: He would often go into the 
ountry, and be for ſome Months whol⸗- 
y imployed in Study, or the Sallies of 
his Wit; which he came to direct chiefly 
to Satire. And this he often defended _ 
o me, by ſaying there were ſome Peo- 
ple that could not be kept in order, or 
admoniſhed but in this way. I replyed, 
That it might be granted, that a grave 
Pray of Satire was ſometimes no impro- 


fitable way of Reproof: yet they who 


Mme; fWſcd- it only out of Spite, and mixed 
ould yes with Truth, ſparing nothing that 


ght adorn their Poems, or gratifie 


e olfffivay of Reproach, by which the Inno- 
ff by rent often ſuffer: ſince the moſt mali- 
ent ious Things, if wittily expreſſed, might 
eſentMick to and blemiſh the beſt Men in 


n ofthe. World, and the Malice of a Libel 
fortuould hardly conſiſt with the Charity of 
ningſÞn Admonition. To this he anſwered; 
ano- 


A Man could not write witk Life, 2 
* 1 ; . le 8 


L ibels came often in as Ornaments, that 


— of teri 
| leſs he wete heated by Revenge; for to 
make a Satire without Reſentments, up- 
on the cold Notions of Philoſophy, was 
as if a Man would in cold Blood cut 
Mens Throats who had never offended 
him: And he ſaid, The Lyes in theſe 


could not be ſpared, without ſpoiling thi 

N of the Pen: 
For his other Studies, they were di 
vided between the comical and :witty| 
Writings of the Ancients and Moderns, 
the Roman Authors, and Books of Phy- 
fick : which the ill State of Health ke 
was fallen into, made more neceſſary to 
himſelf; and which qualified him for an 
odd Adventure, which I ſhall but juſtf 
mention. Being under an unlucky Ac- 
cident, which obliged him to keep 
out of the way ; he. diſguiſed himſelf, 
ſo that his neareſt; Friends could not 
have known him, and ſet up in Tower- 
ſtreet for an Tralian Mountebank, where he 
practiſed Phyſick for ſome: Weeks, not 
without Succeſs, In his latter Years he 

read Books of Hiſtory more. He took 
| pleaſure to Diſguiſe himſelf, as a Porter, 


oe” ©» EO Ol 
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r as a Beggar; ſometimes to follow 
Yme mean Amours, which for the va- 
ety of them, he affected. At other 
mes, meerly for Diverſion, he would 
o about in odd Shapes, in which he 
ed his part ſo naturally, that even 
oſe who were in the Secret, and ifaw 
im in theſe Shapes, could perceive 
othing by which he might be diſco- 
bed |! in t 004 ieee 
l have now made the Deſcription of 

is former Life, and Principles, as fully 
thought neceſſary, to anſwer my 
nd in Writing: And yet with thoſe 
elerves, that l hope I have given no juſt 
zuſe of Offence to any. I have ſaid 
thing but what I had from his own 
outh, and have avoided the mention- 
gol the more particular Paſſages of 
is Life, of which he told me not a few: 
ut ſince others were concerned in them, 
hoſe Good only I. Deſign, I will ſay: 
othing that may either provoke or ble=: 
iſh them. It is their Reformation, and 
Net. their Dilgrace, I deſire: This ten- 
r Conſideration” of others has made: 
e ſuppreſs. many remarkable and uſe- 


bB Op” Sy ful 
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45 Things: he told me ; but finding 
that thongh't ſhould name none, yet 
muſt at leaſt relate ſuch Circumſtances wit 
as would give too great occaſion for che it te 
Mader to conjecture concerning the Per but 
ſons intended, right or wrong, cichelf and 
of which were inconvenient enough, ¶ eng 
have choſen to paſs them quite over. Bu 
hope 3 know how much they 

were engaged with him in his ill Cour 
fes, will be ſome what touched with thi 
Tenderneſs | expreſs towards them; and 
be thereby the rather induced to reflec 
on their Ways, and conſider withou 
Prejudice or Paſſion what Sence this Nc 
ble Lord had of their Caſe, when 
came at aft . to reflect A i 
own. Len b. 

I now turn to ahoke Paricof chis Nr 
rative, wherein Emy ſelf | bore» ſom 
D Share, and which am to deliver upon 
the Obſervations I made, after à long 
and fre Con vrrſation wir him for ſomt 
Months. I was not long in his Com 
pany, when he told me, he ſhould trea 
9 me with more freedom chan 

uſed ro Men en of my * 
M1] L . | "ol 
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would conceal none of his Principles 


from me, but lay his Thoughts open 
without any Diſguiſe ; nor would he do 

it to maintain Debate, or ſhew his Wit, 
but plainly tell me wat ſtuck with him; 
and proteſted to me, that he was not ſo 
engaged to his old Maxims, as to re- 
ſolve not to change; but that if he could 
be convinced, he would ' chooſe rather 
to be of another Mind: He ſaid, he 
would impartially weigh what I ſhould 
lay before him, and tell me freely when 

it did convince, and when it did not. 
He expreſſed this Diſpoſition of Mind to 
me in a manner ſo frank, that I could 
not but believe him, and be much ta- 
ken with his way of Diſcourſe: So we 
entred into almoſt all the parts of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religion, andof Mo- 
rality. He ſeemed pleaſed, and in a 
great meaſure ſatisfied, with What ſaid. 
upon many of theſe Heads: And tho. 
our freeſt Converſation was when we 
were alone, yet upon ſeveral Occaſions, 
other Perſons were Witneſſes to it. I 
eve underſtood from many Hands that my 
Hill Company © was not diſtaſteful ro him, 
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and that the Subjects about which we 
talked moſt were not unacceptable: and 
he expreſſed himſelf often, not ill plea- 
ſed with many Things I ſaid to him, 
and particularly when I viſited him in 
his laſt Sickneſs; ſo that J hope it may 


4 


not be altogether unprofitable to pub- 
lch abe Subſtange af choſe, Manes 3 
b out which 0 we ar gued ſo fr cely, with 

our Reaſoning upon them; and perhaps 
what had ſome Effects on him, may be 
not altogether ineffectual upon others. 
I followed: him with ſuch Arguments as 
I ſaw were moſt. likely to prevail with 
him; and my not urging other Reaſons, 
proceeded not from any diſtruſt I had 
of their. Force, but from the neceſſity ofÞ<4 
uſing thoſe that were moſt proper fol Need 
him. He was then in a low; State, of h 
Healch, and ſeerned co be lowly ro- N f 
vering of a great Diſeaſe : He. was in/c2c 
the Milk-Diet, and apt to fall into He- 
ctical Fits; any Accident weakened him, 
ſo, that he thought he could not live 
long; and when he went from London 
he ſaid he believed he ſhould never come 
to Ton more. Vet during his being e. 


ot 
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En Town he was ſo well, that he went 
often abroad, and had great Vivacity of 
Spirit : SO” that he was under no, ſuch _ 
decay, as either darkened or weakened 
is Underſtanding ; nor was he any way 
roubled with the Spleen, or Vapours, 
dr under the power of Melancholy. 
'hat he was then, compared to what he 
ad been formerly, I could not ſo well 
udge, who had ſeen him but twice be- 
ore. Others have told me they per- 


lers. 
a0 eived no difference in his Parts. This 
vith mention more particularly, that it may 
ons, Hot be thought that Melancholy, or the 
had ant of Spirits, made him more incli- 
y oled to receive any Impreſſions; for in- 
for feed I never diſcovered any ſuch Thing 


n him. | 
co- Havin thus opened the way to the $5 
Jeads. of our Diſcourſe, I ſhall next 
ention them, The Free chief Things 
e talked about, were Morality, Natural 
Religion and Revealed Religion, Chriſtianity 
n patticular. For Morality, he confel- 
\me ed, he ſaw the neceſſity of it, both for 
eing be Government of the World, and for 
in Nhe Preſervation of Health, Life and 
1 E 2 Friend - 


* 
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Friendſhip ;, and was very much aſlia · Nert 
med of his former Practices, rather be. Mice: 
cauſe he had made himſelf a Beaſt, and nu 
had brought Pain and Sickneſs on hiſton 
Body, and had ſuffered much in his Re. Nou. 
putation, than from any deep Senſe. olfiffpea: 
a Supream Being, or another State MApp 
But ſo far this went with him, that helſWed 
xelolved firmly to change the Courle oififfabo! 
his Life; which he thought he ſhouldMirp: 
effect by the Study of Philoſophy, andiWor : 
had not a few no leſs ſolid than pleaſaniMWHan 
Notions concerning the Folly and Mad«Woul 
nels of Vice; but Ke kind he had 
no Remorſe for his paſt Actions, as Of. hin 
fences againſt God, but only as Injurie pur 
0 SE and to Mankind. Po it 
Upon this Subject I ſhewed him the Holv. 
\ Defects ol Philoſophy, ; for reforming; cheMWhip: 
World z that it was a Matter of Specu- no. 
hen, which bur few eicher had then 
- Leiſure, or the Capacity to 8 in- man 
0. But che Pringiple chat mult reformMehic! 
Mankind, muſt be gbvious to everyſWric: 
Ian's Underſlagding, Tb %% Noe 
in Mattes of, Morality, beyond the 
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ertain faxed Rule, but in the leſſer Of- 
ces and Inſtances of our Duty went 
uch by the Fancies of Men and Cu- 
oms of Nations; and conſequently 
ould not have Authority enough to 
bear down the Propenſities of Nature, 
\ppetite or Paſſion ; for which I inſtan- 
ed in theſe two Points ; the one was, 
about that Maxim of the Stoicks, to ex- 
irpate all ſort of Paſſion and Concern 
or any Thing. That, take it by one 
and, ſeemed deſirable, becauſe if it 
ould be accompliſhed, it would make 
ll the Accidents of Life eaſie; but 1 


think it cannot, becauſe Nature after all 


dur ſtriving againſt it, will ſtill return 
o it ſelf: Vet onthe 20 Hand it diſ- 
olved the Bonds of Nature and Friend- 
hip, and ſlackened Induſtry, which will 
or; bur. dully, without an inward 
: and if it delivered a Man from 

0 f Troubles, it deprived him of the 
pleaſures of Life, which riſe from 

l dena. The other was concerning 
he Reſtraint of Pleaſure, how far that 
as to go. Upon this he told me the two 

Maxims of hs: Morality hen Vers, that 
he 


* 


ſure, when it did not interfere with theſe, 
was to be indulged as the Gratification 


unreaſonable to imagine theſe were put 
into à Man only to be reſtrained, or 
curbed to fuch a narrowneſs: This he 
applied to the free uſe of Wine and Wo- 

— >” e e 
Jo this IJ anſwered, That if Appe- 
tites being natural, was an Argument 


vengeful rg as well alledge it for 


Murder, an 


 _, thoſe Objects; and yet it is acknow- 

liedged that theſe Appetites ought to be 
' ,curbed: If the Alte [ 

the Injury that another Perſon receives, 


is defiled, or his Daughter corrupted: 
Appetites looſe to vagrant Lufts, and 


not to tranſgreſs in theſe Particulars; ſo 
there was no curing the Diſorders that 


* 
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other, or that might prejudice his own 
Health; and he thought that all Plea- 


of our natural Appetites. It ſeemed 


. 


for the indulging them, "then the Re: 
and the Covetous for Stealing; 
whoſe Appetites are no leſs keen on 
rence is urged from 


the Injury is as great, if a Man's Wife 


and it is impoſſible for a Man to let his 


* muſt 
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4 uſt riſe from thence, but by regula- 
any ing theſe Appetites : And why ſhould 
ne not as well think that God intended 
lea · Pur brutiſh and ſenſual Appetites ſhould 
ele, pe governed by our Reaſon, as that the 
ionſperceneſs of Beaſts ſhould be managed 
nedWnd tamed, by the Wiſdom, and for 
0 he uſe of Man? So that it is no real 
of \blurdity to grant, that Appetites were 
ur into Men, on purpoſe to exerciſe 
heir Reaſon 1 in the Reſtraint and Go- 
Nernment of them; which to be able to 
pe. o, miniſters a higher and more laſt- 
ng Pleaſure to a Man, than to give them 
heir full Scope and Range. And if o- 
her Rules of Philoſophy be obſerved; 
ng zich as the avoiding; cheſe Objects that 
on ir Paſſion ; nothing raiſes higher Paſſi- 
o. Ins than ungoverned Luſt, nothing dar- 
ens the Underſtanding, a and. depreſſes a 
in's Mind more, nor is any Thing 
anaged with more frequent Returns 
f other Immoralities, ſuch as Oaths 
nd Imprecations, which are only inten- 
ed to compaſs what is deſired: The Ex- 
ence that is neceſſary to maintain theſe 
regularities, makes a Man falſe in his 
that 1 N other | 


em 


—y — — - 
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other Dealings. All this he freely con- ell, 
feſſed was true: Upon which I urged, 

that if it was reaſonable for a Man to 
regulate his Appetite in things which hethe 
knew were hurtful to him; was it nolWcatic 
as reaſonable for God to preſcribe a Re NH 
gulating of thoſe Appetites, whoſe uns 
reſtrained Courſe did produce ſuch mil 
_ thievons Effects? That it could not be 
denied, but doing to others what we 
would have others do unto us, was: 
juſt Rule: Thoſe Men then that knen 
how extream fenſible they themſel ve 
would be of the Diſhonour of theit 
Families in the | caſe of | their Wives 0 
Daughters, muſt needs condemn them 
ſelves, for doing that which they coul 
not bear from another; and if the Pead 
of Mankind, and the entire Satisfactiſ 

on of our whole Life, ought to be on 
\ of the chief Meaſures of our Actions 
then let all the World judge, whethe 


4 Man that confines his Appetite, an Man 
tives contented at Home, is not mudſhimſ 
happier, than” thoſe that let their Def felf | 
fires run after forbidden Objects. TM Lane 
in ach 
{ (el,..; 


Thing being granted to be better 
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ae of Appetite in fome Inſtances, 
and the freedom. of i Man's Thoughts, 
the | ſoundneſs" of his. Health, his 22 5 

cation to) Fa: oy wich the af neſs of his 


8 


not gol: 2 70 be Jae,” ae a Man E 
Wit is not poll Mble t to ſtop Jet thoſe who 
I 0 the Occalions i! may Kindle cheſe 


nell employed, find the Victory * and 
Dominion ver them: no ſuch impoſſi- 
ble, or hard Matter, as may feem at” firſt 
View. So that though the Phil 
and Morality. of this Point were plain, 
Het there e is not Strength enough, eee 
| Principle to "ſubdue Nature, and App 
-jonsitite. Upon, this I urged; that 10 
ether ul not be a ſtrong Thi ing, unlels a 
ans Man were d determined by a Law with 
nuch bimſelf; fe ; for if he on nly meaſured Him- 
Felt by Hecency, or the. Laws of the 
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[ lows 19 % many Libercies, in which- 


ure Flames, and keep © chetnſthits 


; Fat” this would reach him only to uſe 
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they. ſhould not break out too viſibly ; 8 


but would never carry him to an in. 
ward and univerſal Probity. That Ver 
tue was of ſo complicated a Nature, 
that unleſs a Man came entirely within 
ics Diſcipline, he could not adhere ſted 
Ri to Joy” ee for Vie 
are often made neceſſary Supports te 
one another. That this cannot be done 
either ſteddily, or with any Satisfaction 
unleſs the Mind does inwardly compl 
with, and delight in the Dictates of Ver 
tue: And that could not be effected 
except a Man's Nature were internally 
regenerated, and changed by a highe 
FF Priaciple: till that came about, corrup 
ö Nature would be ſtrong, and Philoſop 
bar feeble, eſpecially when it ſtruggle 


« 


with ſuch Appetites or Paſſions as wen 
much Endte "or deer rooted: in til 
Conſtitution of ones Body. This, k 
aid, ſounded to him like Enthuſiaſm, 0 
Canting; he had no Notion of it, an 
o could not underſtand it: He compre 
hended the Dictates of Reaſon and Ph 
. loſophy, in which as the Mind becam 
much converſant, there would ſigh fo 
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low, as he believed, a greater eaſineſs in 
obeying its Preceprs. I cold him on the 
other Hand, that all his Speculations of 
Philoſophy would not ſerve him in any 
ſtead to the reforming of his Nature and 
ite, till he applied himſelf to God for 
in ward Aſſiſtances. It was certain, that 
the Impreſſions made in his Reaſon, go- 
Jverned him, as they were lively Pre- 


5 ſented to him; but theſe are ſo 12 5 
npl ſlip out of our Memory, and we ſo apt 


to turn, our Thoughts from chem, and 
at ſome times the contrary Impreſſions 
Fare ſo ſtrong, that let a Man ſet up a rea- 
Joning in his Mind againſt them, he finds 
that celebrated ſaying o of the d 


4 


0 

381 of V. deo meliora probog deteriora li, ; 

Wel * 14. | = 
u th J 15 what is better, 4 / provi it” 3 Bat . 2 
Þ wo what 1 is s worſe : | NY 


o be all ber Philly will amount to. 
Whereas thoſe, who upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons apply themſel ves to God, by earneſt 
Prayer, feel a Diſengagement fr 1 om ſuch 
IIreftons, and themſelves endued with 
| ID wa an 
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Power to refift them; i that thöf 

50 nds "which formerly | held. them, fall 
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Narure ; 3715 Was only the 7 
Rike. Ion of the. Thoughts, ee ; 
the Ton Vito! 2 OW at he was 90 
„ doubt but it one coule turn, to a Prob 
An . Euclid, or to) whe 'a Co of of Verſe, 
it would haye the fa en ge: Toth 
e char loch - MaH6ds "di 
only divert ty he Th 10ughts s, there*rmighl 
be lome. Force, in what ee 1 
they nor only foe, Gur _—_ Inclinati 
nba be at In mpreſſions onerary t 
them, ad Bios t Men i to a nei 
e on and * of Mind; thei 
| he muſt confeſs there "Was ſötnewbe 
more than a Diverſion in theſ Chan 
ges, which \ were 'brop ght Zur Cl: Win 
by true Devotion. 6 þ adde, that Reaſo 
and Experience Were the T ings, tha 
determined o our Perky A fionsz Har Expt 
rience Without 8 ma be though 
the Delufi jon of of Hut Fan 51 5 
VMichout Ex erience” "hat not 0 eonvin 
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5 ng together, miuſt needs give a Man 
all the Satisfaction he can deſire. He 
could not ſay it was unreaſonable to be- 
lieve that the ſupteam Being might make 
ome Thoughts ſtir in out Minds with 
more or leſs force, as it pleaſed ;! eſpe- 
cially the forèe of theſe Motions, being, 
or moſt pat, according to the Im- 
preſſion that was made on our Brains; 
Which that Pewer that directed the whole 
di Frame of Nature, could make gro-w 
{ighW{deeper | as ir pleaſed: It was alſo feaſo- 
nable to ſuppoſe God a Being: of ſuch 
Goodneſs,” that! he would give his Aſſi- 
ry ſtance to ſuch as deſired it; for though 
nei he might upon ſome greater Occaſions in 
Wan extraordinary manner turn ſome Peo- 
ples Minds, yet ſince he had endued Man 
vich a faculty of Reaſon; it is fit that 
nen fhould employ that, as far as the 
could, and beg his Aſſiſtance, which cer- 
tainly they can do. All this ſeemed reaſo- 
enable, Std at leaſt probable. Now gο.,ỹ 
zuol Men who felt upon their frequent Appli- 
cations to God in Prayer, a freedom from 
thoſe ill Impreſſions chat formerly ſub- 
dued them,” * 
Pidg 6 1 


riouſneſs in Prayer, and did languiſh af 
of ae: inward Strength in their Minds, 


Jon y; whoſe: Fancies were und 
had ſomewhaton which their, Thoug 1 
ed concerning ce ad inward, Ab 


4 
EN -Godj: 


"1 | FSuprean 0 


| 4 gens e hy the "og 
:arid true Goodnels, an eaſineſs wa de- 


light. in all che parts of Holineſs, which 
Mus fed and cheriſhed in them by a ſe- 


that went off, had as real a Perception 


chat did riſe and fall with true Devot 
on, as they. perceived the Strength o 
e Bodies inereaſed or abated, accor- 
ding as they had or wanted good Nou 


vriſhmerit.ce: + + 77 133 


01. Atta Discus upon this Sub arr 
che, bp gy to think all waſf and 
- che effect of Fancy: i He ſaid, chat, be that 
| Fee nothing of $1709 bur acknow: Puni 
he thought they b tion: 


ledged 


( 


Power of ſuch Impreſſions; ſince t 


in his laſt Sicknlels,) 1 thea old me, H: 
had another Senſe of what we had talk: 


he avis 4 © Fre 
This Subject Fi us to 9 o ak 

aka the Notion of Religion cret 
in general. He believed there was 2 e 


hich 
2 fe- 
h 25 


tion 


W orld was made | by Ch ance, an d 7 the 


monſtrate the eternal Power of its Aus 
hor. This, he ſaid, he could never 
ake off: But when he came to ex- 
plain his Notion of the Deity, he ſaid, 
he looked on it as a vaſt Power, that 
wrought every Thing by the neceſſity 
of its Nature; and thought that God had 
none of thoſe Affections of Love or 
Hatred, which breed Perturbation in us, 


that there was to be either Reward or 


tions of God were ſo low, that we had 
better not think much of him; and to 


ous thing, and the heat of fanciful Men. 
Therefore he believed there thould be no 
other religious Worſhip, but a general 


Hymn: All the other parts of Worſhip 
he eſteemed the Inventions of Prieſts, to 


cret of incenſing and appeaſing God as 
they pleaſed: © In a Word, he was nei- 
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zupream Being; he could not think the 


egular Coutſe of Nature ſeemed to de- 
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and by conſequence he could not ſee 


Puniſhment, He thought our Concep- 


love, God, ſeeme d to him a preſu m ptu- 


Celebration of that Being, in ſome ſhore 
make the World believe they had a Se- 


ther 
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ak Home ere i the ww 
ther perſwaded that there was a Cacid 
2 about Humane Affairs; 3 no! 
that Prayers were of much uſe, ſince tha 
was to look on God as a weak Being ſl 
that would be overcome with Impor- 
tunities. And for the State: after Death. | 


# % * 


though he thought the Soul did not dil hain 
ſolve at Death, yet he doubted —_ thine 
of Rewards or Puniſhments: The. one 
he thought too high for us to attain, by 
our ſlight Seryices ; and the other wa 
too extream to be inflicted for Sin. Thi 
was the Subſtance of his Spocularign 
about God and Religion. 

I told him his Notion of God was, {ol 
. low, that the Supream Being ſeemed, ti 

eee but Nature: For if Wan By 
| 40g: had no freedom, nor choice of 
own Actions, nor operated Wilder | 
or » Goodnels, all thoſe Reaſons whie 
lead him to acknowledge a Ood, Wer 
contrary to this Conceit: for if the 
Order of the Univerſe perſwaded bie 
o think chere was a God, he mu 
at the ſame time conceive Fry 
be both Wiſe and Good, as 1 
3 —_ theſe all appeared e 
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cia ly in the Creation: though his Wiſdom 
nor and Goodneſs had ways of exerting 
hat themſelves, that were far: beyond our 
NS Notions or Meaſures: If God was Wile 
dor and Good, he would naturally love, and 
an be pleaſed with thoſe that reſembled him 
dil in theſe Perfections, and diflike thoſe 
uch that were oppoſite to him. Every ra- 
oney tional Being naturally loves it ſelf, and 
> DJ is delighted in others like it ſelf, and is 
averſe from what is not ſo. Truth is a 
rational Nature's acting in conformity 
to it ſelf in all Things; and Goodneſs is 
an Inelination to promote the happinels 
of other Beings; ſo Truth and Good- 
neſs were the eſſential Perfections of e- 
very reaſonable Being, and certainly 
moſt eminently in the Deity: Nor does 
his Mercy or Love raiſe Paſſion or Per- 
turbation in him; for we feel that to be a 
I Weakneſs in our felves, which indeed only 
M4} lows from our want of Power, or Skill 
Jo do what we wifh or deſire: It is alſo 
reaſonable to believe God would aſſiſt 
ache Endeavours of the Good, with ſome 
; helps ſuitable to their Nature. And that 


it eould not be imagined, that thoſe who 
VVV 8 | | mnt] 
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| imitated him, ſhould not be ſpecially I mu 
favoured by him; and therefore ſince are 
this did not appear in this State, it wasWrati 
moſt reaſonable to think it ſhould be in ſom 
another, where the Rewards ſhall be an Stat 
admiſſion to a more perfect State of fror 
Conformity to God, with the Felicityſa m 
that follows it, and the Puniſhments 
ſhould be a total Excluſion from him, 
with all the Horrour and Darkneſs that 
muſt follow that. Theſe ſeemed to be 
the natural Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Cour- 
ſes of Life, as well as the Effects of Di- 
vine Juſtice, Rewarding or Puniſhing s w 
For ſince he believed the Soul had a di- 
ſtinct Subſtance, ſeparated from the Bo- 
dy; upon its Diſſolution there was no 
reaſon to think it paſſed into a State of 
utter Oblivion, of what it had been in 
formerly ; but thatas the Reflections on 
the Good or Evil it had done, muſt rail: 
Joy or Horrour in it; ſo thoſe good off 
ill Diſpoſitions accompanying the de- 
parted Souls, they muſt either riſe up tc 
a higher Perfection, or fink to a moreÞive t 
depraved, and miſerable State. In thi Rut as 
Life variety of Affairs and Objects dapac 
1 , . 
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much cool and divert our Minds; and 
are on the one hand often great temp- 
tations to the Good, and give the bad 
ſome eaſe in their Trouble; but in a 
State wherein the Soul ſhall be ſeparated 
from ſenſible Things, and employed in 
a more quick and ſublime way of Ope- 
ration, this muſt very much exalt the 
oys and Improvements. of the Good, 
and as much heighten the Horrour and 
Rage of the Wicked. So that it ſeem- 
ed a vain Thing to pretend to believe 
a Supream Being, that is Wiſe and Good 
as well as Great, and not to think a Diſ- 
rimination will be made between the 

ood. and Bad, which, it is manifeſt, is 
not fully done in this Life. 

As for the Government of the World, 
{ we believe the Supream Power made 
t, there is no reaſon to think He does 
ot govern it : Forall that we can fancy 
againlt it, is the Diſtraction which that 
nfinite variety of ſecond Cauſes, and 
he care of their Concernments, niuſt 
ive to the firſt, if it inſpects them all. 


*. 


But as among Men, thoſe of weaker 


apacities are wholly. taken up with 
G 2 . ſome 
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ſome-one Thing, whereas thoſe of more 
enlarged Powers can, without Diſtracti- 
on, have many Things within their 
Care; as the Eye can at one View re— 
ceive a great variety of Objects, in that 
narrow Compaſs, without Confuſion Wit b 
lo if we conceive the divine Under - Ihis 
ſtanding to be as far above ours, as hi fect 
Power of creating and framing the whole Ane 
Univerſe, is above our limited Activiſicon 
ty; we will no more think the Govern and 
ment of the World a Diſtraction to him will 
And if we have once overcome thi} Mec 
Prejudice, we ſhall be ready to acknou / and 
ledge a Providence directing all Affairs reli 
2 Care well becoming the Great Creafſſ vate 
As for worſhipping him, if we ima 
gine our Worſhip is a thing that adds i 
his Happineſs, or gives him ſuch a fon 
Pleaſute as weak People have to heal 
themſelves commended; or that ou 
repeated Addreſſes do overcome hin 
through our meer Importunity, we hay 


certainly very unworthy Thoughts off torte 
him. The true Ends of Worſhip comff ward 
within another Conſideration; which i {ed a 


/ 


ore 
.Cti- 
heix 


re- 
that 
on ; 
der- 
; his 
hole 
xi vi 
ern. 
lim: 
this 
OW 
airs 
TEL 


ma 
ds te 
fon 
heat 
Oul 
hin 
hay 
ts 0 
-omt 
ich 
chi 


and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 53 
this, a Man is never entirely Reform- 
ed, till a new Principle governs his 
Thoughts: Nothing makes that Prin- 
ciple ſo ſtrong, as deep and frequent 
Meditations of God ; whoſe Nature, tho 
it be far above our Comprehenſion, yet 
his Goodneſs and Wiſdom are ſuch Per- 
fections as fall within our Imagination: 


And he that thinks often of God, and 


conſiders him as governing the World, 
and as ever obſerving all his Actions, 
will feel a very ſenſible Effect of ſuch 
Meditations, as they grow more lively 
and frequent with him; ſo the End of 
religious Worſhip, either publick or pri- 
vate, is to make the Apprehenſions of 
God have a deeper Root, and a ſtron- 
ger Influence on us. The frequent Re- 


turns of theſe are neceſſary : Leſt if we 


allow of too long Intervals. between 
them, theſe Impreſſions may grow fee- 
bler, and other Suggeſtions. may come 
in their room: And the Returns of Prayer 
are not to be conſidered as Favours ex- 
torted by meer Importunity, but as Re- 


wards conferred on Men ſo well diſpo- 
ſed and prepared for them; according 


0 
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to the Promiſes that God has made, for 
anſwering our Prayers; thereby to en- 
gage and nouriſh a devout Temper in 
us, which is the chief Root of all true 
Holineſs and Vertue. . 

It is true, we cannot have ſuitable 
Notions of the Divine Eſſence; as in- 
deed we have no juſt Idea of any Eſ- 
ſence whatſoever : Since we common- 
ly conſider all things, either by their 
outward Figure, or by their Effects; 
and from thence make Inferences what 
their Nature muſt be: So though we 
cannot frame any perfect Image in our 
Minds of the Divinity, yet we may from 
.the Diſcoveries God has made of him- 
ſelf, form ſuch Conceptions of him, as 
many poſſeſs our Minds with great Re- 
verence for him, and beget in us ſuch 
a Love of thoſe Perfections, as to en- 
gage us to imitate them. For when we 
fay we love God, the meaning is, we 
love that Being that is Holy, Juſt, Good, 
Wiſe, and infinitely Perfect; and loving 
theſe Attributes in that Object, will cer- 
tainly carry us to deſire them in our 
ſelves. For what ever we love in ano- 
Ot OP | ther, 
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her, we naturally, according to the 
degree of our Love, endeavour to” re- 
ſemble ir. In Sum, the Loving and 
Worſhipping God, though they are juſt 
land reaſonable Returns and Expreſſions 
of the Senſe we have of his Goodneſs 
o us; yet they are exacted of us not 
only as a Tribute to God, but as a Mean 
ro beget in us a Conformity to his Na- 
cir ture, which is the chief End of pure and 
ts; Mundehled Religion. 5 
hat If ſome Men have at ſeveral times 
we found out Inventions to corrupt this, 
and cheat the World ; it is nothing bur 
what occurs in every ſort of Employ- 
ent, to Which Men betake themſelves : 
ountebanks corrupt Phyſick; Petty-Fog- 
vers have entangled the matters of Pro- 
uch ſÞperty, and all Profeſſions have been vi- 
en · iated by the Knaveries of a number of 
weſheir: Calling. 
well With all theſe Diſcourſes he was not 
od, equally ſatisfied : He ſeemed: convinced 
ing hat the Impreſſions of God being much 
cer- In Men's Minds, would be a powerful 
our means to reform the World; and did 
no- not ſeem determined againſt Providence; 
2 3 


give no Reaſon to prove it true: Not 
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but for the next State, he thought It 
more likely that the Soul began anew, 
and that her Senſe of what ſhe had done 
in this Body, lying in the Figures that 
are made in the Brain, as ſoon as {hi 

_ diſlodged, all theſe periſhed, and that 

the Soul went into ſome other State to 
begin a new Courſe. But I ſaid on. thi 
Head, that this was at beſt a Conjecture 
raiſed in him by his Fancy; for he could 


was all the remembrance our Soul 
had of paſt things, ſeared in ſome mate 
rial Figures lodged in the Brain: Tho't 
could not be denied but a great deal of 
lay in the Brain. That we have man 
abſtracted Notions and Ideas of im 
material things, which depend not o 
bodily Figures: Some Sins, ſuch as Fal 
ſhood, and Ill Nature were ſeated in ti 
Mind, as Luſt and Appetite were in the: 
Body; and as the whole Body was thiff® 
Receptacle of the Soul, and the Eydf® 
and Ears were the Organs of Seeing andſ* 
Hearing, fo was the Brain the Seat er no 
Memory : Vet the Power and Facult Perſw 
of Memory, as well as of Secing an had © 
#10 Heat + 
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Hearing, lay in the Mind; and ſo it 
was no unconceiveable thing that either 
he Soul by its own Strength, or by the 
Means of ſome ſubtiler Organs, which 
Imight be fitted for it in another State, 
ſhould ſtill remember as well as think. 
But indeed we know ſo little of the Na- 
ture of our Souls, that it is a vain thing 
for us to raiſe an Hypotheſis out of the 
onjectures we have about it, or to re- 
ject one, becauſe of ſome Difficulties 
that occur to us; ſince it is as hard to 
underſtand how we remember things 


late emb 
0 now, AS how We ſhall do 1t. in another 
of Nate: only we are ſure we do it now, 


Wand ſo we ſhall be then, when we do it. 
When I preſſed him with the fe- 
ret Joys that a good Man felt, par- 
ticularly as he drew near Death, and the 
Horrours of ill Men eſpecially at that 
time; he was willing to aſcribe it to the 
Impreſſions they had from their Educa- 
tion; but he often confeſſed, that whe- 
ther the Buſineſs of Religion was true 
or not, he thought thoſe who had the 
Perſwaſions of it, and lived fo that they 
had quiet in their Conſciences, and be- 
„ H lie ved 
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lie ved God governed the World, and ¶ and 
acquieſced in his Providence, and had ali. 
the hope of an endleſs Bleſſedneſs in a-Nto 
nother State, the happieſt Men in the wer 
World: And ſaid, he would give all ger 
that he was Maſter of, to be on thole.yha 
Perſwaſions, and to have the Supports Mar 
and Joys that muſt needs flow from them. 
I told him the main Root of all Corrup- Item 
tions in Men's Principles was their illiigreat 
Life; which, as it darkened their Minds, Noche 
and diſabled them from diſcerning bet -· NQuie 
ter things; ſo it made it neceſſary fotcoule 
them to ſeek out ſuch Opinions as might eit: 
give them caſe from thoſe: Clamours)a;ket 
that would otherwiſe ha ve been raiſed je 
within them. He did not deny but that n h. 
after the doing of ſome things he feliſit; 
zreat and ſevere Challenges within him- Gen 
ſelf: But he ſaid, he felt not theſe afthere 
ter ſome others which I would perhaps rged 
call far greater Sins than thoſe that al. 
fected him more ſenſibly: This, I ſaid, 
might flow from the Diſorders he had 
caſt himſelf into, which had corrupted 
his Judgment, and vitiated his Taſte 0 
things; and by his long continuance in, 
47 1 5 Ane 
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nd and frequent repeating of ſome Immo- 
1d I ralities, he had made them ſo familiar 
a- to him, that they were become as it 
the were natural: And then it was no won- 


der if he had not ſo exact a Senſe of 
what was Good or Evil; as a feveriſh 
Man cannot judge of Taſtes. 


em. He did acknowledge the whole Sy- 
up-Wſtem of Religion, if believed, was a 


greater foundation of Quiet than any 
other thing whatſoever; for all the 
Quiet he had in his Mind, was, that he 
could not think ſo good a Being as the 
Deity would make him miſerable. I 
urs asked, if when by the ill courſe of his 
iſed Life, he had brought ſo many Diſeaſes 
thatſon his Body, he could blame God for 
fel It; or expect that he ſhould deliver him 
im rom them by a Miracle. He confeſſed 
- al-Gthere was no reaſon. for that I then 
1PBurged, that if Sin ſhould caſt the Mind 
af dy a natural Effect, into endleſs Hor- 
aidours and Agonies, which being ſeated 
na Being not ſubject to Death, muſt 
alt for ever, unleſs ſome miraculous 
ower interpoſed, could he accuſe God 
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for that which was the effect of his own Cor 
Choice and ill Life? Stile 


ture more diſpoſed for Religion, and 


tion in the Nature of Man, or a Laplc 


caring his Mind to one Man, was the 


He ſaid, they were happy that be- ſcion 
lieved ; for i it was not in every Man's abo: 


Power. Eto ties 


And upon this we diſcourſed long ing 


about Revealed Religion. He ſaid, he did i man 


not underſtand that buſineſs of Inſ ira-Wſhip, 
tion; he believed the Pen- men of che MDivi 
Scriprures had Heats and Honeſty, andCha 
O writ; but could not comprehend how "wy 


God ould reveal his Secrets to Man-W This 


kind. Why was not Man made a Crea- 


better Illuminated ? He could not appre- 
hend how there ſhould be any Corrup- 


derived from Adam. God's communi- 
putti ng it in his Power to cheat the 


Worl For Prophecies and Miracles, 
the. World had been always full of 


ſtrange Stories; for the boldneſs andwhict 


cunning of Contrivers meeting with theſſſice ; 
Simplicity and Credulity of the People Cour 
things were eaſily received; and being Evide 
once received, paſſed down withoutYuſe of 


Con- 


J 
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Contradiction. The Incoherences of 
stile in the Scriptures, the odd Tranſi- 
tions, the ſeeming Contradictions chiefly 
about the order of Time, the Cruel- 
ties enjoyned the T/raelites in deſtroy- 
ing the Canaanites, Circumciſion, and 
many other Rites of the Jewiſh Wor- 
[ſhip, ſeemed to him inſuitable to the 
Divine Nature: And the firſt three 
Chapters of Geneſis, he thought could 
not be true, unleſs they were Parables. 
This was the Subſtance of what he 
— to Revealed Religion in Ge- 
neral, and to the Old Teſtament in Par- 
ticular. ö 

| anſwered to all this, that believing 


a thing upon the Teſtimony of ano-, 
ther, in other Matters where there was 


no reaſon to ſuſpet the Teſtimony, 


chiefly where it was confirmed by other 


Circumſtances, was not only a reaſon- 
able thing, but it was the Hinge on 
which all the Government and Ju- 
ſtice-in the World depended : Since all 
Courts of Juſtice proceed upon the 
Evidence given by Vitneſſes; for the 


uſe of Writin 85 is but a thing more lately 


brought 
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brought into the World. So then if{hat 
the Credibilityof the Thing, the Inno- 
cence and Diſintereſtedneſs of the Wit- 
neſſes, the Number of them, and the 

ublickeſt Confirmations that could poſ- 
bly be given, do concur to perſwade 
us of any matter of Fact, it is a vain 
ching to ſay, becauſe it is poſſible for 


fo many Men to agree in a Lye, that #0. 


therefore theſe have- done it. In ally. 


other things a Man gives his aſſent poſſi 
when the Credibility is ſtrong on the 8! 
one ſide, and there appears nothing on 
the other ſide to balance it. So ſuchPlain 
Numbers agreeing in their Teſtimony idenic 
to theſe Miracles, for Inſtance of out He 
Saviour's calling Lazarus out of the 
Grave the fourth Day after he was bu- 
ried, and his own' riſing again after he 
was certainly dead; if there had been 
never ſo many Impoſtures in the World, 
no Man can with any reaſonable Co- 
lour pretend this was one. We find 
both by the Jewiſh and Roman Writers 
that lived in that Time, that our Savi- 
our was Crucified, and that all his Dil- 
ciples and Followers believed certainly 

5 . that 
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at he aroſe again. They believed this 
pon the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, 


and of many hundreds who ſaw it, and 
died confirming it: They went about 


o perſwade the World of it, with great 


Zeal, though they knew they were to get 


othing by it, but Reproach and Suffer- 
ngs: And by many Wonders which they 


wrought, they confirmed their Teſtimo- 


y. Now to avoid all this, by ſaying it is 


doſible this might be a Contrivance, and 


o give no Preſumption to make it ſo 
uch as probable, that it was fo, is in 
plain Engliſh to lay, We are reſolved, let the E- 
dence be what: it will, we will not believe | it. 5 
He ſaid, if a Man ſays he cannot be- 
ie ve, what help is there? for he was 
or Maſter of his own Belief; and be- 
eving was at higheſt, but a pro- 

able Opinion. To this I anſwered, 
That if a Man will let a wanton Con- 
eit poſſeſs his Fancy againſt theſe things, 
nd never conſider the Evidence tor 
Religion on the other hand, but reject 
t upon a ſlight view of it, he ought not 
o ſay he cannot, but he will not be- 

eve: and while a Man lives an ill 
RY Courle 
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Courſe of Life, he is not fitly qualified 
to examine the Matter aright. Let him 
grow calm and vertuous, and upon due 

Application examine things fairly, and 
then let him pronounce according to his 
Conſcience, if to take it at its loweſt, the 
Reaſons on the one hand are not much 
ſtronger than they are on the other. For 

1 found he was ſo poſſeſſed with the ge- 
gneral Conceit, that a mixture of Kna ves 
and Fools had made all extraordinary 
things be eaſily believed, that it carried 

him away to determine the Matter, with- 

out ſo much as looking on the Hiſtori. 
cal Evidence for the Truth of Chriſtian 
ty, which he had not enquired into 

but had bent all his Wit and Study tafff 
the ſupport of the other fide. As fo 

that, that believing is at beſt but an O. 
pinion; if the Evidence be but proba 
ble, it is ſo; but if it be ſuch, that iI fore 
cannot be queſtioned, it grows as cer 

tain as Knowledge: For we are no lelffman 
certain that there is a great Town calle 

Conſtantinople, the Seat of the Ottoman Emthe e. 

pire, than that there is another calleſpeript 

London. We as little doubt that Queeſleaſt 

e 1 6 Elizu WS; 
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fed MZlizabeth once Reigned, as thar King 
nim charles now Reighs 1 in England. So that 
duc}believing may be as certain, and as lit- 
andtle ſubject x ro doubting, as ſecing ot 
his knowing. 
the There are two ſolts of believing Di. 
uchKyine Matters; the one is wrought in us 
Forſſiby our comparing all the Evidences of 


ge · Matter of Fact, for the confirmation f 
aveif Revealed Religion, with the Prophecies in 


the Scripture, where things were pun- 
2 predicted, ſome Ages before their 
letion; not in dark and doubt- 

bt. Words uttered like Oracles, which 
might bend to any Event; but in plain 
Terms, as the foretelling that Crus by 
Name ſhould ſend che Jews back from 
he Caprivity, after the fixed Period of 
eventy Tears: The Hiſtory of the 8 
ian and Egyptian Kings ſo punctually 
| foretold: by Daniel; and the Prediction 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, "with 
many Circumſtanices relating to it, 
rade by our Savivar : Joyning theſe to 
Emfthe excellent Rule and Deſign of the 
alle p eripture in matters of Morality, it is at 
e lt as reaſonable to believe this, as any 
1 thing 
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thing elſe in the World. Yet ſuch a be- 
lieving as this, is only a general per- 
ſwaſion in the Mind, which has not that 
Effect, till a Man applying himſelf to 
the Directions ſet down in the Scriptures 
(which-upon ſuch Evidence cannot be 
denied to be asreaſonable, as for a Man 
to follow the Preſcriptions: of a learned 
Phyſician, and when the Rules are both 
good and eaſie, to ſubmit to them for 
the recovering of his Health) and by 
following theſe, finds a Power entring 
within him, that frees him from the 
ſla very of his Appetites and Paſſions, ] 4 
that exalts his Mind above the Accidents... 
of Life, and ſpreads an in ward Purity God 
in his Heart, from which a ſerene and.” 
calm Joy ariſes within him: And good 
Men by the Efficacy theſe Methods have 
upon them, and from the Returns of 
their Prayers, and other Endeavour, 
grow aſſured that theſe things are true, 
and anſwerable to the Promiſes they 

find regiſtred in Scripture. All this, he 
ſaid, might be Fancy: But to this I an. 
ſwered, that as it were unreaſonable tot!“ 
tell a Man chat is abroad, and knows he, | 
. | 1 Ty AS 
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r awake, that perhaps he is in a Dream, 
and in his Bed, and only thinks he is 
abroad, or that, as ſome go about in their 
deep, ſo he may be aſleep ſtil]: So good 
and religious Men know, though others 
may be abuſed by their Fancies, that 
they are under no ſuch Deception, and 
find they are neither hot nor enthuſiaſti- 
cal, but under the Power of calm and 
clear Principles. All this, he ſaid, he did 
not underſtand, and that it was to al- 
ſert or beg the thing in queſtion, which 
he could not comprehenda. 
As for the Poſſibility of Revelation, 
it was a vain thing to deny it; for as 
God gives us the Senſe of ſeeing mate- 
rial Objects by our Eyes, and opened in 
ſome a Capacity of apprehending high 
ind ſublime things, of which other Men 


Weemed utterly incapable : So it was a 


weak Aſſertion, that God cannot awa- 
en a Power in ſome Men's Minds, to 
apprehend and know ſome things, in 
uch a manner, that others are not capa- 
ble of it. This is not half ſo incredi- 
ble to us, as Sight is to a blind Man, 
ho yet may be convinced there is 2 - 
. . ſtrange 


> "- 2 , 
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ſtrange Power of ſeeing, that governs 
Men, of which he finds himſelf depri- 
ved. As for the Capacity put into ſuch {Weoph: 
Mens hands to deceive the World, we Mat 
are at the ſame time to conſider, that Rea 
beſides the Probity of their Tempers, it Hand 
cannot be thought but God can ſo for- 
cibly bind up a Man in ſome things, 
that it ſhould not be in his Power to 
deliver them otherwiſe than as he gives 
him in Commiſſion ; Beſides, the Con- 
firmation of Miracles are a Divine Cre- 
dential to warrant ſuch Perſons in what 
they deliver to the World; which can- 
not be imagined can be joy ned to a Lye; 
ſince this were to put the Omnipotence 
of God, to atteſt that which no honeſt 
Man will do. For the buſineſs of the 
Fall of Man, and other things of which 
we gannot perhaps give our ſelves a per- 
fect account, we, who cannot fathom 
the Secrets of the Council of God, do 
very unreaſonably, to take on us to re- 
ject an excellent Syſtem of. good and 
holy Rules, becauſe we cannot ſatisfie 

our ſelves about ſome Difficulties in 
them. Common Experience tells mn * 
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ns Where is a great Diſorder in our Natures, | 
pri- Nwhich is not eaſily rectified: All Phila- 1 
uch {Wophers were ſenſible of it; and every 4 
we Man that deſigns to govern himſelf by 1 
that Reaſon, feels the ſtruggle between it 1 
s, it and Nature : ſo that it is plain, there " 
for-Ws a lapſe of the high Powers of the | 
el 3 1 1 
to But why, ſaid he, could not this be | 
ivesſ$ctified, by ſome plain Rules given; 1 
on · Put Men muſt come and ſhew a Trick, | 
dre · No perſwade the World they ſpeak to x 
vhatſthem in the Name of God? I anſwer d, 4 
an · That Religion being a Deſign to re- 1 


cover and ſave Mankind, was to be ſo 


e. 
2nceſſopened, as to awaken and work upon all 
neſiorts of People; and generally Men of 


A ſimplicity of Mind, were thoſe that 
vere the fitteſt Objects for God to ſhew 
lis Fa vour to: Therefore it was neceſ- 


zomWary, that Meſſengers ſent from Heaven 
daſhould appear with ſuch alarming Evie, 
re- Nences, as might awaken the World, 
andſnd prepare them by ſome aſtoniſhing 


Signs, to liſten to the Doctrine they 
in ere to deliver. Philoſophy, that was only 
us, N matter of fine Speculation, had few 
here 8 Vota- 
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Votaries: And as there was no Autho- 
rity in it to bind the World to believe 
its Dictates, ſo they were only received 
by ſome of nobler and refined Natures, 
who could apply themſelves ro, and de- 
light in ſuch Notions. Bur true Reli- 
gion was to be built on a Foundation, 
that ſhould carry more Weight on it. 
and to have ſuch Convictions, as might 
not only reach thoſe who were already 
diſpoſed to receive them, bur rouſe up 
fuch as without great and ſenſible Exci- 
tation, would have otherwiſe ſlept on in 
their ill Courſes. | 

Upon this and ſome ſuch Occaſions 
I told him, I ſaw the ill uſe he made of 
his Wit, by which he flurr'd'the gra- 
veſt chings with a ſlight daſh of his Fan- 
cy; and the Pleaſure he found in ſuch 
wanton Expreſſions, as calling the do- 
ing of Miracles, The ſhewing of 4 Trick, 
did really keep him from examining 
chem, with that Care which ſuch thing! 
required. 5 

For the Old Teftament, we are fo re— 
mote from that Time, we have ſo little 
knowledge of the Language in which 


aanit 
| dere 
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was writ, have ſo imperfect an Ac- 
ount of the Hiſtory, of thoſe Ages, 
now nothing of their Cuſtoms, Forms 


veal { Speech, and the ſeveral Periods they 
de night have, by which they reckoned 
few heir Time, that it is rather a wonder 
0c": ſhould underſtand ſo much of it, than 
hat many Paſſages in it ſhould be ſo 
: 1 arko us. The chief Uſe, it has to us 
'S. briſtians,| is, that from Writings which 
| Jews acknowledged to be divinely 
- up; ſpired, it is manifeſt the Meſſias was 
xc gromiſed before the Deſtruction of their 


Temple; which being done long ago: 
\nd theſe Prophecies agreeing to our 
aviour, and to no other, here is a great 
onfirmation given to the Goſpel. But 
hough many things in theſe Books could, 
ot be underſtood by us, ho live a- 
ove- 3000 Years after the chief of them 
ere written, it is no ſuch extraordina- 
Matter, ban: 1410 Leit > 219010 
For that of the Deſtruction, of the Ca- 
aanites by the 1/raelites'; it is to be con 
dered, that if God had ſent a Plague 
mong them all, that could not have 
een found fault with. If then God had 
. a Right 
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Sone i Wk the Life a 
** to rake away their Lives, with F 
out Injuſtice or Cruelty, he had a RighWan | 
to appoint others to do it, as well as fe! 
execute it by a more immediate” way out 
Aud the taking away People by thiſnuc 
Sword, is a much gender way of 40 
ing, chan to be ſmitten with a Plagi 
or a Famine. And for the Children th: 
were innocent of their Fathers Fault 
God could in another State make that ui 
to them. So all the difficulty is, wh 
were the Tſratlites commanded to ext 
eure a thing of ſuch Barbariry ? But thi 
will not {cert o hard, if we conſide 
that this was to be no Precedent for fu 
ture Times; ſince they did not do it bu 
upon ſpecial | Warrant and Commiſſ 
on from Heaven, evidenced to all thi 
e ſuch mighty Miracles, as diff 

ew, that they were particular 
5 delt igned by God to be the Executi 
oners of his Juſtice: And God by em 
ploying them in ſo ſevere a Service, in 
tended to poſſeſs them with great horroul 
of [dolarry, which \ Was s puniſhed it in Py 
Extreme a manner. 5 e 
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with For the Rites-of their Religion, we 
RiohWan ill judge of them, except we per- 
as t ectly underſtood the Idolatries round a- 
way out them; to which we find they were 
tuch inclined : So they were to be bent 
dy other Rites to an extreme averſion, 
laguWom them: And yet by the Pomp of 
i thiWany of their Ceremonies and Sacri- 
ault ces, great Indulgences were given to a 
at uf eople naturally fond of a viſible Splen- 
vb or in Religious Worſhip. In all which, 
ex we cannot deſcend to ſuch ſatisfacto- 
t th 


1{1de 
T fu 
t bu 
niſl 
Uthe 
s dif 
ular 
cut! 
em 
„ in 
roll 
n { 


mh 


ah and how far hiſtorical, has been 
nuch diſputed; there is nothing in it 
hat may not be hiſtorically true. For 
it be acknowledged „that Spirits can 
orm Voices in the Air, for which we 
ave as good Authority as for any thing 
1 Hiſtory, then it is no wonder that 
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Eve, being ſo lately created, might bt Rep 
deceived, and think a Serpent ſpake toſſuſt 


her, when the Evil Spirit framed the con 
Voice. Sn : SHER fi 55 pov 
But in all theſe things I told him hHaln 
was in the wrong way, when he exon 
mined the buſineſs of Religion by ſom Nieti 
dark parts of Seripture : Therefore Wo h: 
deſired him to conſider the whole Con Nhe. 


texture of the Chriſtian Religion, the Rule ng 4 
it gives, and the Methods it preſcribesſyy , 
Nothing can conduce more to the Peace T 
Order and Happineſs of the World, than 
to be governed by its Rules. Nothing 
is more for the Intereſts of every Man inſhr 
particular: The Rules of Sobriety, Tem- 
perance and Moderation, were the bel 
Preſervers of Life, and which was per 
haps more, of Health, Humility, Con 
tempt of the Vanities of the World 
and the being well employed, raiſes 1 
Man's Mind to a freedom from the Fol 
lies and Temptations that haunted th 
greateſt part. Nothing was ſo Generouſ 
and Great, as to ſupply the Neceſlitie 
of the Poor, and to forgive Injuries In 
Nothing raiſed and maintained a Man! 
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Reputation ſo much, as to be exactly 
juſt, and merciful, kind, charitable and 
compaſſionate: Nothing opened the 
Powers of a Man's Soul ſo much as a 
calm Temper, a ſerene Mind, free of Paſ- 
lon and Diſorder : Nothing made So- 


cieties, Families, and Neighbourhoods 
re Iſo happy, as when theſe Rules which 
Jon the Goſpel preſcribes, took place, Of do- 
eule as we would have others do to us, and lov- 
ibes ing our Neighbours as our ſelves. 2 
* The Chriſtian Worſhip was alſo plain 
than 


and ſimple; ſuitable to ſo pure a Do- 

rine. The Ceremonies of it were few 
and ſignificant, as the admiſſion to it by 
walking with Water, and the Memo- 
ial of our Saviour Death in Bread and 


Peine; the Moti ves in it to perſwade to 
-oNWhis Purity, were ſtrong: That God ſees 
orlofs, and will judge us for all our Acti- 


Pas; that we ſhall be for ever happy or 
niſerable, as we paſs our Lives here: 
The Example of our Saviour's Lite, 
Fad the great Expreſſions of his Love 
n dying for us, are mighty Engage- 
INnents to obey and imitate him. The 
Plain way of Expreſſion uſed by- out 
3:36 | K 2 b Sa vi- 
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Saviour and his Apoſtles, ſhews there 
was no Artifice, where there was ſo 
much Simplicity uſed: There were no 
Secrets kept only among the Prieſts, but 
every thing was open to all Chriſtians: 
The Rewards of Holineſs are not en- 
tirely put over to another State, but good 
Men are ſpecially bleſt with Peace in 
their Conſciences, great Joy in the Con- 

fidence they have of the Love of God 
and of ſeeing him for ever: And often 
a fignal Courſe of Bleſſing follows them 
in their whole Lives; but if at other 
times Calamities fell on them, theſe wer 
ſo much mitigated by the Patience the) 
were taught, and the inward Aſſiſtance 
with which they were furniſhed, tha 


even thoſe Crofles were converted to 


Bleſſingss. 


Il deſired he would lay all theſe thing 


together, and ſee what he could excepiſ 


to them, to'make him think this was 4 

Contrivance. Intereſt appears in all hu- 
mane Cantrivances, our Saviour plain) 
had none; he avoided Applauſe, with: 


«tt | 
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He ſubmitted to Poverty and Reproach, 


drew himſelf from the Offers of a Crown ſit ga? 


dow: 


— 
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and much Contradiction in his Life, 
and to a moſt ignominious and painful 
Death. His Apoſtles had none neither, 
they did not pretend either to Power or 
Wealth; but delivered a Doctrine that 
en · ̃muſt needs condemn them, if they ever 


made ſuch uſe. of it: They declared 


till other times; they recorded their own 
God Weakneſs: ſome of them wrought with 
their. own Hands ; and when they re- 
eived the Charities of their Converts, 


Neceſſities, as to diſtribute to others: 
hey knew they were to ſuffer much for 
giving their Teſtimonies to what they 
ad ſeen and heard: In which ſo many 


Frection and Aſcenſion, and the Effuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which he had promi- 
ed, could not be deceived: And they gave 
ſuch publick Confirmations of it, by the 
Wonders they themſelves wrought, that 
Nreat Multitudes were converted to a 


owniſit gave to Luſt and Paſſion, was born 
oachdown and perſecuted for 300 Years; and 
on yet 


heir Commiſſion fully without reſerves 


it was not ſo much to ſupply their own 


in a thing ſo viſible, as Chriſt's Reſur- 


Doctrine, which, beſides the Oppoſition 
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yet its force was ſuch, that it not oni T 
weathered out all thoſe Storms, but evei £0 
grew and ſpread vaſtly under themief 
| Pliny about threeſcore Years after, foun{W! 3 
their Numbers great, and their Lives ino, 
nocent: And even Lucian, amidft all hifhelie 
Raillery, gives a high Teſtimony to thei end 
Charity and Contempt of Life, and the"! 
other Vertues of the Chriſtians ; which id, 
| likewiſe more than once done by Maj rieſt 
lice it ſelf, Julian the Apoſtate. er ti 
If a Man will lay all this in one Ba 

lance, and compare with it the few Ex 

ceptions brought to it, he will ſoon fin- cop] 
how {trong the one, and how ſlight the 
the other are. Therefore it was an im- 
proper way, to begin at ſome Cavil 
about ſome Paſſages in the New Teſt 
ment, or the Old, and from thence te 
prepoſſeſs one's Mind againſt the whole 
The right Method had been firſt to con: 
fider the whole Matter, and from ſo 
general a View, to deſcend to more pat Prder 
ticular Enquiries: whereas they aff re e 
their Minds to be foreſtalled with Pre- e, 7 


 judices; ſo that they neyer examinellſ<6. _ 
the matter impartially, = Pealo 
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onl To the greateſt part of this he ſeem- 
evel co aſſent, only he excepted to the Be- 
ef of Myſteries in the Chriſtian Reli- 
in; which he thought no Man could 
o, ſince it is not in a Man's Power to 
elieve that which he cannot compre- 
end; and of which he can have no 


hem 
ound 
s in 
II hi 
thei 


J thMotion. The believing Myſteries, he 
ch id, made way for all the Jugglings of 
rieſts; for they getting the People un- 


Mal 


er them in that Point, ſet out to them 
hat they pleaſed; and giving it a 
ard Name, and calling it a Myſtery, the 
eople were tamed, and eaſily believed 
The reſtraining a Man from the uſe: 
Women, except one in the way of 
arriage, and denying the remedy of 
divorce, he thought unreaſonable« Im- 
oſitions on the Freedom of Mankind: 
\nd the Buſineſs of the Clergy, and their 
aintenance, with the belief of ſome 
1 MNuthority and Power, conveyed in their 

ar- Deders, look d, as he thought, like a 
no jece of Contrivance : And why, ſaid 
pre-. De, muſt a Man tell me, I cannot be ſa- 
inedlded, unleſs I believe things againſt my 
NReaſon, and then chat I mult pay 8 
Fr. for 


e Ba 
Ex 

find 
it the 
im- 
a vil 
eſta 
e 
hole 
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for ling me of them? Theſe were all 0 t 


* the Exceptions which at any time Mea 
heard from him to Chriſtianity. To whichls 

I made theſe Anſwers. tl x ore 
For Myſteries, it is plain TART is inpnde 

every thing ſomewhat that is unac4ſſhot 
countable. How Animals or Men aMati 
formed in their Mothers Bellies, howſnitc 
Seeds grow in the Earth, how the Soullſ$d 1 
dwells in the Body, and acts and moves it Mo 

how we retain the Figures of ſo manſon, 
Words or Things in our Memories, and not. 

how we draw them out ſo eaſily andÞod) 
orderly in our Thoughts or Diſcourſes o wi 
Ho Sight and Hearing were ſo. quickſud « 
and diſtinct, how we move, and | howſffihe | 
Bodies were compounded and united nan) 
Theſe things, if we follow them into alliihe p 
| _ the: Difficulties that we may raiſe aboutiver) 
l them, will appear every whit as unac{Fulat 
| countable as any Myſtery of Religion ies 
and a blind or deaf Man would judgeſſhat « 
Sight or Hearing as incredible, as anjſſhere 
Myſtery may be judged by us: for ouPper 
Reaſon is not equal to them. In thiWit to 
ſame Rank, Aren degrees of Age ond 


Le raiſe ſome far above others Pon, 
4 80 i | 
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o that Children cannot fathom the 
earning, nor weak Perſons the Coun- 
ls of more illuminated Minds: There- 
ore it was: rio wonder if we could not 
nderſtand the Divine Eſſence: We can- 
por imagine how two ſuch different 
atures as a Soul and a Body ſhould ſo 
nite together, and be malt affect- 
d with one atiothers. Concerns ; and 
ow the Soul has one Principle of Rea- 
on, by which it acts intelleckually, and 
33 of Life, by which it joyns to the 
Body and acts vitally ; two Principles 
o widely differing both. in their Nature 
nd Operation, and yet united i in one and 
he ſame Perſon. There might be as 
ted nany hard Arguments brought againſt 
o allhe poſſibility of theſe things, which yet 
bouſfvery one knows to be true, from per 
nacFulative Notions, as againſt the Mylte- 
ion fies mentioned in the Seriptures: As 
adgehar of the Trinity, that in one Eſſence 
here, are chree different Principles of 
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nan 
and 

and 
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hoy 


any 
our peration, which, for want of Terms 
theft to expieſs, chem by, we call Feen, 
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aid of theſe did unite - himſelf in Mie 
moſt intimate manner with the Human 
Nature of Jeſus Chriſt: And that the 
Sufferings he underwent, were accepted 
of God as a Sacrifice for our Sins; whe 
thereupon conferred on him a Powers 
granting eternal Life to all that ſubmi 
to the Terms on which he offers it 
And that the Matter of which our Bc 
dies once conſiſted, which may be a 
- juſtly called the Bodies we laid down al 
our Deaths, as theſe can be ſaid to bt 
the Bodies which we formerly lived in 
being refined and made more ſpiritual 
ſhall be re- united to our Souls, and be 
come a fit Inſtrument for them in a mon 
n Eſtate: And that God in ward 
bends and moves our Wills, by ſuc 
Impreſſions, as he can make on our Boſed 
dies and Minds. | ecei 
Theſe, which are the chief Myſteri hic 
of our Religion, are neither ſo unrealoures 
nable, that any other Objection lieſppf fa, 
againſt them, but this, that they agreſhot: 
not with our common Notions, nor {ſome 
unaccountable, that ſomewhat like:themſhnq. 
cannot be aligned in other things, whiclear 
46S 3 | * | art 


A 
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in Irre believed: really to be, though the 
nan Manner of them cannot be apprehen- 
t thiſWed :- So this ought not to be any juſt 
e pted Objection to the ſubmiſſion of ortho 
| win on to what we cannot ſo well conceive, 
er provided our Belief of it be well groun- 
bm led. There have been too many Ni- 
rs it Weties brought indeed, rather to darken 
Boſfhan explain theſe : They have been de- 
x Afended by weak Arguments, and illu- 
wn Agtrated by Similies not always ſo very 
to b. pr and pertinent: And new Subtilties 
d ina ve been added, which have rather 
itual derplexed than cleared them. All this 
d beſtannot be denied; the Oppoſicion ot 
mor reticksanciently, occaſioned too much 
ardl urioſity among the Fathers: Which 
ſuchhhe School. men 4 wonderfully ad van- 
r Boſed of late times. But if Myſteries were 
| eceived; rather in the ſimplicity in 
hich they are delivered in the Scrip- 
ures, than according to the diſcantings 
f fanciful Men upon them, they would 
ot. appear much more incredible, than 
ome of the common Objects of Senſe 
ind Perception. And it is a needleſs 
ear, that if ſome Myſteries are acknow- 


1 2 ledged, 
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vhich 
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ledg ol; which are plainly mentioned info 
the? New Teſtament, it will then be in theſſſÞelic 

power of the Prieſts to add more 2 
their Pleaſure. For it is an abſurd In. 
ference from our being bound to aſſent anr 
to ſome Truths about the Divine E 
ſence; of which the manner is not un. Nuch 
derſtood, to argue that therefore in an 
Object preſented duly to our Senſes, ſuc 
as Bread and Wine, we ſhould be bound 
to believe againſt their Teſtimony, tha 
it is not What our Senſes perceived it to 
be, but the whole Fleſh and Blood df 
Gviſt; an entire Body being in even 
Crumb and Drop of it. It is not in- 
deed in a Man's power to believe thuih 
againſt his Senſe and Reaſon, where thi 
Object is proportioned to them, and 
fitly applied, and the Organs are undelf 
no Indiſpoſition or Diſorder. It is cer 
tain, that no Myſtery is to be admitted 
but upon very clear and expreſs Au 
thorities from Scripture, which could 
hot reaſonably” be underſtood in an 
other Senſe. And though a Man can chem 
not form an explicite Notion of M 
ve —_—_ for then it would be x no lon} 


gc j 
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ger a Myſtery; yet in general he may 
believe a thing to be, though he can- 
not give himſelf a particular Account of 
he Way of it; or rather, though he 
annot anſwer ſome Objections which 
lie againſt it. We know we believe many 
uch in humane Matters, which are 
more within our reach; and it is very 
unreaſonable to ſay, we may not do it 
in divine Things, which are much more 
above our Apprehenſions. V 

For the ſevere Reſtraint of the uſe of 

omen, it is hard to deny that Pri vi- 
ledge to Jeſus Chriſt as a Law. giver, to 
lay ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferiour Le- 
giſlators do; who when they find the 

WLiberties their Subjects take, prove hurt- 
to them, ſet ſuch Limits, and make 
ſuch Regulations, as they judge neceſ- 
ary and expedient, It cannot be ſaid 
but the Reſtraint of Appetite is neceſſary 
In ſome Inſtances: and if it is neceſſa- 
in theſe, per haps other Reſtraints Are 
no leſs neceflary, to fortifie and: ſecure, 
chem. For if it be acknowledged; that 
I Nſen have a Property in their Wives and 
aughters, ſo that to defile the one, or 
„„ corrupt 
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corrupt the other, is an unjuſt dad in. 
jurious thing z it is certain, that except 


a Man carefully governs his Appetites 


he will break through theſe Reſtraints: 
And therefore our Saviour knowing tha 


nothing could ſo effectually deliver thi 


World from the miſchief of unreſtrain. 


ec Appetite, as ſuch a» ConfinementY 
might very reaſonably enjoyn it. Andin 


albtuch Caſes: we are to balance the In); 


con veniencies on both hands; ant 
where we find they are heavieſt, we an 
to acknowledge the Equity of the Lau 
On the one hand there is no Prejudice 
but the Reſtraint of Appetite; on thi 
other, are the miſchiefs of being giver 

up to Pleaſure, of running inordinate 
4751 into it, of breaking the Quiet of ou 
own. Family at home, and of others 2 
broad; the ingaging into much Paſſion 
the doing many falſe and impiou 
things to compaſs. what is deſired, th 


waſte of Men's Eſtates, Time and 


Health. No let any Man judge, whe: 
ther the Prejudices on this ſide, are not 


greater, than that ſingle one of the otheſ 
ſide, of- * denied ſome Pleaſure 
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in For Polygamy, it is but reaſonable, ſince 
cepNVomen are equally concerned in the 
tites aws of Marriage, that they ſhould be 


nes Honſidered as well as Men: But in 2 
thafftate of Polygamy they are under great 


iſery 4 and Jealouſie, and are indeed 
arbaroufly uſed. Man being alſo of 
ſociable Nature, Friendſhip and Con- 


1 the 
rains 


rent | 
1d infiferſe were among the primitive Intend- 
e In. Mnents of Marriage, in which as far as 
- andic Man may excel the Wife in great- 


eſs of Mind, and height of Know- 
edge, the Wife ſomeway makes that 
p with her Affection and tender Care: 
o that from both happily mixed, there 


riſes a Harmony, which is to vertuous 


Ce: are 
Law. 
dice 
n the 
ziven 
natcs 


f ouſut'all this is gone in a state of Poly= 
rs A, which occaſions perperual Jarrings 
ſſion ind Jealouſies. And the Variety does 
piouffut engage Men to a freer range of 
„ the leaſure, which is not to be put in the 


5 and 
whe 
> notiat it is plain, our Saviour conſidered 
otheſſne Nature of Man, what it could bear, 
ſure Ind what was fit for it, when he ſo re- 

Fo . ſtrained 


balance with the far greater Miſchiefs 


inds one of the greateſt Joys of Life 3 | 


at muſt follow the other Courſe. So 


— — 
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= | Rrained us in theſe our Liberties. And ha 
| for Divorce, a power to break that Bond he. 
would too much encourage married nd 

Perſons in the little quarrellings thaWinc 

may riſe between them, if it were iar 

their Power to depart one from another ile. 

For when they know that cannot beich 

and that they muſt live and die togetherſffelve 

it does naturally incline them to lajWns 

_ down their Reſentments, and to ende: Mare 

vour to live as well together as they canWiffic 

So the Law of the Goſpel being a La T 

of Love, deſigned to engage Chriſtians ire « 

mutual Love; it was fit that all {udiMew: 
Proviſions ſhould be made, as might ade h 

vance and maintain it; and all ſuch Liard 

berties be taken away, as are apt to en Ch 

kindle or foment Strife. This migh{]iſes 
2 fall in ſome Inſtances to be uneaſie anime 
hard enough; but Laws conſider whiarnc 

falls out moſt commonly, and canndÞ#hich 
* for all particular Caſes: Thi the 


* 


ſt Laus are in ſome Inſtances verÞead; 
reat Grievances. But the Ad vantagqho th: 
— balanced with the Inconvenienſſo us 
| cies, Meaſures are to be taken accordingÞegiy 
n e wok Manes, F fc 
3 ni - | 3 thB 
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hat Pleaſure ſtood in oppoſi tion to o- 
her Conſiderations of great Weight, 
ind ſo the Deciſion was eaſie. Ane 

ince our Saviour offers us ſo great Re- 
ards, it is but reaſonable he have a Pri- 
ledge of loading theſe Promiſes with 
uch Conditions, as are not in them- 
a grateful to our natural Inclinati- 


For all that propoſe high Re- 


idex — have thereby a right to ener 
7 canWifhcult Performances. 
Lau Tothis he ſaid, we are ſure the Terms 


ans te difficult, bur are not fo ſure of the 
{uciMewards. Upon this I told him, that 
at ade have the ſame Aſſurance of che Rel 
h Lifhards, that we have of the other parts 


= ' Criftian Religion. We have the Pro- 
tes of God made to us by Chrift, con- 
Irmed by many Miracles: We have the 
arneſts of theſe, in the Quiet and Peace 
hich follows a good Conſcience; and 
* Neſurrection of him from the 
d, who hath promiſed to raiſe us up. 
0 work the Reward is ſufficiently aſluted 
euſſo us: And chere is no reaſon it ſhould 
dinge given to us, before the Conditions are 

fait ſerformed on which the Promiſes ate 
a M made, 
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made. It is but reaſonable that w 
Ahould truſt God, and do our Duty, 
hopes of that eternal Life, which God, wii 
cannot he, hath promiſed. The Difficul 
ties are not ſo great, as thoſe which ſome 
times the commoneſt Concerns of Lik 
bring upon us: The learning ſom 
Trades or Sciences, the governing out 
Health and Affairs, bring us often un 
der as great Straights. So that it ough 
to be no juſt Prejudice, that there an 
ſome things in Religion that are uneaſi 
ſince this is rather the Effect of our cot 
rupt Natures, which are farther depra 
ved by vicious Habits, and can hard) 
turn to any new Courſe of Life, with 
out ſome Pain, than of the Dictates o 
Chriſtianity, which are in themſelves jul 
and reaſonable, and will be eaſie to ul 
when renew'd, and in a good meaſuit 
reſtor d to our primitive Integrity. 
As for the Exceptions he had to th 
Maintenance of the Clergy, and the Au 
thority to which they pretended if the) 
ſtretched their Deſigns too far, the Go. 
ſpel didplainly rfprove them for it: Sd 
that it was very ſuitable to that Church. 
| TS - --- n_ 
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hich was ſo groſly faulty this way, to 
Wake the Scriprures out of the hands of 
he People, Nice they do ſo manifeſtly 
diſclaim all ſuch Practices. The Prieſts 
ff the true Chriſtian Religion have no Se- 
Frets among them, which the World 
nuſt not know, but are only an Order 
pf Men dedicated to God, to attend on 
acred Things, who ought to be holy in 
more peculiar manner, ſince they are 
o handle the things of God, It was ne- 
eſſary that ſuch Perſons ſhould have a 
ue Eſteem paid them, and a fit Main- 
enance appointed for them, that ſo 
ey might be-preſerv'd from the Con- 
empt that follows Poverty, and the Di- 
tactions which the providing againſt 
might otherways in Me them in: 
ind as in the Order of the World, it 
as neceſſary for the ſupport of Magi- 
racy and Government, and for pre- 
rving irs Eſteem, that ſome State be 
ſed (though it is a happineſs when 
reat Men have philoſophical Minds, to 
eſpiſe the Pageantry of it.) So the plen- 
ful ſupply of the Clergy, if well uſed 
Ind applied by them, will certainly 


M 2 turn 
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turn to Ws Advantage of Religion. And 
if ſome Men either through Ambition 
or Covetouſneſs uſed indirect Means, ot 
ſervile Compliances to aſpire to ſuch 
Digaities, and being ed of them 
applied their Wealth either to Luxury ot 
vain Pomp, or made great Fortunes or 
of it for their Families; theſe were per: 
ſonal Failings in which the Doctrine & 
Chriſt was not concerned. 

He upon that told me plainly, then 
was nothing that gave him, and many 
others, a more ſecret Encouragement. in 
their ill Ways, than that thoſe who pre: 
tended to believe, lived ſothat they could 
not be thought to be i in earneſt, whe! 
they ſaid it: 1 he was ſure Religia 
was either a meer, Contrivance, or thi 
moſt important thing that could be: Sal 
that if he once believed, he would ſeſRelig 
himſelf in great earneſt to live ſuitably] Bu 
to it. The Aſpirings that he had obſei hat t 


ved at Court, of —— of the Clergyſpue ii 
with the ſervile Ways they took to attainiſuch 
to Preferment, and the Animoſities a fa 1 
mong thoſe 9 ſeveral Parties, abouſple as 
Tube, made 1 oſten think they ſul⸗ ens 


pect edit 
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pected the things were not true, which 
n their Sermons and Diſcourſes they ſo 
arneſtly recommended. Of this he 
gad gathered many Inſtances; I knew 
ome of them were Miſtakes and Ca- 
umnies; yet Icould not deny but ſome- 
hing of them might be too true: And 
publiſt this the more freely, to put all 

hat pretend to Religion, chiefly thoſe 
hat are dedicated to holy Functions, in 
und, of the great Obligation that lies 
dn them to live ſuitably to their Pro- 
eſſion: Since otherwiſe a great deal of 
ne Irreligion and Atheiſm that is among 
s, may too juſtly be charged on them; 


rhelſhor wicked Men are delighted out of 
ancaſure when they diſcover ill things in 


hem, and conclude from thence not 
ly. that gy; are Hypocrites, but that 
Keligion. it (elk is a earl. 
But I ſaid to him upon this Head, 
at though no good Man could conti- 
ue in the Practice of any known Sin, yet 
uch-might, by the violence or ſurpriſe 
a Temptation, to which they are lia · 
dle as much as others, be of a ſudden. 
Prercome to do an ill Thing, to their 
ROE * eg 
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great grief all their Life after. al | 
then it was a very unjuſt Inference upon 
ſome few Failings, to conclude that ſuch 
Men do not ere themſelves. Bu 
how bad ſoe ver many are, it cannot be 
denied but there are alſo many both o 
the Clergy and Laity, who give grea 
and reaf Demonſtrations of the powet 
Religion has over them; in their Con. 
tempt of the World, the strietneſs o 
their Lives, their Readineſs to forgive| 
knjuries, to relieve the Poor, and to do 
good on all Occaſions : And yet ever 
theſe may have their Failings, either ii 
fitch things wherein their Confticution: 
are weak, or their Temptations ſtrong 
and ſudden ; and in all ſuch caſes we 
are to judge of Men, rather by th 
Courſe of their Lives, chan by the Er- 


rors, that they through Infirmity o or r Sur dt 
prize may have ſlipt into. 0 
Theſe were the chief Heads we dil 0 ys 
courſed on; and as far as I can remem- aſt 
ber, I have airhfully repeated the Sub- 19555 
ſtance of our Arguments: Ihave no. P 
concealed the ſtrongeſt things he ſaid to g 72 


ny but though! Fhave not enlarged a 
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Ell the Excurſions of his Wit in ſetting 
them off, yet I have given them. their 
ull Strength, as he expreſſed them; and 
far as I could recolle&, have uſed his 
wn Words: So that I am afraid ſome 


© F227 cenſure me for ſetting down theſe 
real bings ſo largely, which impious Men 


ay makean ill uſe of, and gather to- 
ether to encourage and defend theme 
elves in their Vices: But if they will 
ompare them with the Anſwers made 
o them, and the Senſe that ſo great and 
efined a Wit had of them afterwards, I 
ope they may through the bleſſing of 
od be not altogether ineffectull. 
The Iſſue of all our Diſcourſe was 
his; He told me, he ſaw Vice and Im- 
iety were as contrary to humane So- 
ety, as wild Beaſts let looſe would be; 
d therefore he firmly reſolved to 
bange the whole Method of his Life; 
d become ſtrictly Juſt and True, to be 
haſte and Temperate, to forbear Swear- 
g and irreligious Diſcourſe, to worſhip 


noed pray to his Maker: And that tho; 
lid tale was not arrived at a full perſwaſion 


4 on Gvriſtianig, he would never employ 
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his Wit more to run it down, or to cor 
rupt others. 

Of which I have ſince a munter if 
ſurance, from a Perſon of Quality, whi 
con verſed much with him the laſt Yearo 
his Life ; to whom he would often ſay 
that he was happy, if he did believe 
and that he would never endeavour i t 
draw him from it. 
To all this I anſwered, (hike a vertu 
ous Life would be very uneaſie to him 
unleſs vicious Inclinations were re: 
moved: It would otherwiſe be a erpe 
tual Conſtraint. Nor could it 55 el 

fected without an inward Principle | 
change him; and that was only to bt 
had! y applying himfelf to God fort 
in br Me and earneſt Prayers: * And! 
was ſure if his Mind were once clearct 


of theſe Diſorders, and cured of tholf 


Diſtempers, which Vice brought on it 
ſo great an Underſtanding would foot 
ſee througkall thoſe Flights of Wit, tha 
do feed Atheiſm and Irreligion z whi 


have a falſe glittering in them, hit dag 


Ales ſome weak - ſighted Minds, wit 


: have not Capacity * to penettaiſ 
| _ funky! 
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con hurther than the Surfaces: of things: and 
Po they ſtick in theſe Toyls, which the 
trength of his Mind would ſoon break 
hrough, if it were once freed from 
hoſe things chat ho pars and i 
d it. 4 * , 
At this Paſs 0 was -aphea ne went 
rom London, about the beginning of 
pril: He had not been long in the 
ountry, when he thought he was fo 
Well, chat being to go to his Eſtate in 
Womerſerſpire, he rode thither Poſt. This 
eat and violent Motion did ſo inflame 
Wn Ulcer, that was in his Bladder, that 


le i raiſed a very great Pain in thoſe Parts 
to et he with much difficulty came back 
for iy Coach to the Lodge at Moodſtoc a 
\nd@£@k. He was then wounded both in 


earet zody and Mind: He underſtood” Phy- 
45 and his own Conſtiturion and Di- 

et ſo well; that he concluded he 
ould hardly recover; fot the Ulcer 
Broke, and vaſt quantities of purulent 
Matter paſt with his Urine. But now 
Hand ny God touched him, and; as 
e told me, it was not only 2 general 
ark Melancholy over his Mind, fuck 
nnd N 29 


"> 
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as he had formerly felt; but a moſt pe. 
netrating cutting Sorrow. So that tho 
in his Body he ſuffered extream Pain 
for ſome Weeks, yet the Agonies of hi 
Mind ſometimes ſwallowed up the Seni 
of what he felt in his Body. He told 
me, and gave it me in charge to tell i 
toone for whom he was much concern 
that though there were nothing to com 
after this Life, yet all the Pleaſures he hat 
ever known in Sin, were not worth th: 
Torture he had felt in his Mind: He con 
ſidered he had not only neglected ani 
diſhonoured, but had openly defy'd hi 
Maker, and had drawn many others in. 
to the like Impieties : ſo that he looked 
on himſelf as one that was in great dan 
ger of being damn d. He then ſet him: 
if wholly to turn to God unfeignedly 
and to do all that was poſlible in that li 
tle Remainder of his Life which was be 
fore him, to redeem thoſe great Portis 
ons of it that he had formerly ſo ill em 
ployed. The Miniſter that attended 
conſtantly. on him, was that good and 
worthy Man Mr. Parſons, his Mother 
Chaplain, who hath ſince his Deal. 
os ys ad” preached 
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Pepreached, according to the Directions 


tho 1 1 . - | ; 3 
Pair e received from him, his Funeral Ser- | 
on; in which there ate ſo many re- 


* arkable Paſſages, that I ſhall refer my 
— Reader to them, and will repeat none of 
all hem here, that I may not thereby leſ- 
an his deſire to edifie himſelf by that 
on ellent Diſcourſe, which hath given 
ba o great and ſo general a Satisfaction to 
e good and judicious Readers. I ſhall 
= peak curſorily of every thing, but 
ant at which Ihad immediately from him- 
d hi lt: He was viſited every Week of his 
«in ncls by his Dioceſan, that truly pri- 
"ive Prelate, the Lord Biſhop of Ox- 
dan rd ; who chough he lived ſix Miles 
him. him, yet looked on this as ſo im- 
edly Pane 2 N of his Paſtoral Care, that 
e went often to him; and treated him 
ith that decent Plainneſs and Freedom, 
or hich is ſo natural to him; and took 
WE alſo that he might not on Terms 
delle eaſie than ſafe, be at peace with 
* imſelf. Dr. Marſhal, the learned and 
hers orthy Rector of Lincola-College in Ox- 
, 7 che Miniſter of the Pariſh, 
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58. as alſo frequently with him; and by 


os theſe 


100% dme f foxes of the „ 
theſe Helps by was ſo directed and ſup- 
ported, that he might not on the on 
hand ſatisfie himſelf with too ſuperſ. 
cial a Repentance, nor on the othe 
hand be out of meaſure oppreſſed with! 
Sorrow without Hope. As ſoon as 
keard he was ill, bat yer in ſuch a Con 
dition that 1 might write to him, I wrofl © 
a Letter to the beſt purpoſe I could. Hl 
ordered one that was then with him, vl 
aſſure me it was very welcome to him 
but not ſatisfied with that, he ſent m 
In Anſwer, which, as the Counteſs 9 
| rte his Morher — me, ts 2 
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1 mt Honour d Dr. BuxNETT, 
I Spirits and Body decay 2 equal- 


N : ly together, that T ſhall write you 


4 Letter, as weak as I am, in Per- 


846 i ſon. begin to value Church-men . 
2 bbove all Men in the World, &c. If God be jet 
t.  Wlesſed to ſpare me longer in this World, Thope 
di. your Converſation to be exalted to that De- 
mee 5 Piety, that the World may fee how 

verffpuch I abbor what I ſo long loved, and how 


wy 1 glory in . and in God's 


ervice. - Beſtow your Prayers upon me, 


4 to fhew a true Repentance and Aniend- 
r | Life for the Time. to come: Or elſe, 
$i { the Lord pl leaſeth to put an end to my warld- 

'Þ Being 3 he would mercifully accept 
n Deatb- Bed Repentance, and perform 
O ON 
male 


ned aha oRechfer 194 


ut Cod would: ſpare me (if it be his good 


hat « Promiſe Alt he hath keen pleaſed to 


* 
2 
ar £35 


* 
WY 
I n PI 
< LG Et BELT N . 
c 
_— po - 


— N We * - 
4 2 1 
2 — 
I Ls GET . 3 
— —— — — — ”Y 


5 
5 
1 
9 | 
47 
iz 
4 
4 
7 
| 
F 
. 


62 Some Paſſages of the Life | 12 


make, That at what time ſoever a Sin- Fay 
ner doth Repent, he would receive | is 
him. Put up "theſe Prayers, moſt dear gt 
Doctor, to Almighty God for your moſt Obe. 155 5 
dient and Languiſhing Servant, | 5 
10 CHE STE N. hat h 

e bei 


He told me when I ſaw him, that he 
hoped I would come to him upon tha 
general Inſinuation of the Deſire he had 
of my Company; and he was loth td 
write more plainly, not knowing whe: 
cher I could eaſily ſpare fo much Time 
told him, that on the other hand, | 
looked on it as a Preſumption to come 
ſo far when he was in ſuch excellent 
Hands; and tho" perhaps the Freedom 
formerly between us, might have excu- 
ſed it with thoſe to whom it was known, 
yet it might have the appearance of (0 
much Vanity, to ſuch as were Stranger 
to it; ſo that till I received his Letter, 
I did not think it convenient to come 
to him: And then not hearing that then 
was any Danger of a ſudden Change, 
„ delayed 


im, < 


ake | 


in- 
ive 
dear 


)be- 
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layed going to him till the Twentieth 


f July. At my coming to his Houſe an 
accident fell out not worth mentioning, 


ut that ſome have made a Story of it. 


is Servant, being a French-man, carried 
p my Name wrong, ſo that he miſtook 
for another, who had ſent to him, 


hat he would undertake his Cure; and 


e being reſolv'd not to meddle with 
im, did not care to ſee him: This Mi- 
ake laſted ſome Hours, with which I 
was the better contented, becauſe he 
25 not then in ſuch a Gn en, that 
y being about him could have been of 


ny Uſe to him ; for that Night was 


ke to have been his laſt. He had a Con- 
ſſon Fit, and raved; but Opiates being 
wen him, after ſome Hours reſt, his 
aving left him ſo entirely, that it never 
gain returned to him. 

| cannot eaſily expreſs the Tranlport: 
e was in, when he awoke and-ſaw me 
him: Ie brake out in the tendereſt 


xpreſſions concerning my Kindneſs in 


ming ſo ſar to ſee ſuch a One, uſing: 

erms of. great Abhorrence concerning 

imſelf, Which 1 forbear to relate. 1. 
to 


* * * 
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— — . I 52 
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ſincerely repented; and had now a Cal 


nary. Emotion. It was indeed the on 


VWarmth to me: For his Spirits wel 


Devotions; yet Nature was Clay | 
ſunk, that theſe were in a great\meaſi 


104 2 e 5e. fa the 1. q 
told me, as his Strength ſerved "or Wo 0 
ſeveral Snatches; for he was then ſo low 
that he could not hold up Diſcourſe lonfſſ"'®* 
at once, what Senſe he had of his paſt Lit 
what ſad Apprehenſion for having | 
offended his Maker, and diſhonoured hi 
Redeemer; what Horrours he had gon 
through, and how much his Mind Wi 
turned to call on God, and bn his crud 
fied Saviour, So that he hoped he ſhou 
obtain Mercy, for he believed he ha 


in his Mind after chat Storm that he ha 
been in for ſome Weeks. He had ſtroi 
Apprehenſions and Perſwaſions of hi 
Admittance to Heaven; of which h 
ſpake once not without ſome extraord 


Time that he ſpake with any gre! 


then low, and ſo far ſpent, that thi 
thoſe about him told me, he had et e 
preſſed formerly great Fervour in 


fallen off. But he made me pray oſte hi 


wah him; and ſpoke of his Converſio | 


ke 


0 God as a Thing now grown up in 
him to a ſettled and calm Serenity. He 
ras very anxious to know my Opinion 
ff a Death-Bed Repentance. I told him, 
That before I gave any Reſolution in 
that, it would be convenient that [I 
ſhould be acquainted more. particularly 
ith the Circumſtances and Progreſs of 
%% OC er nn 
Upon this he ſatisfied me in many 
Particulars. He ſaid, He was now per- 
waded both of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
ind of the Power of inward Grace, of 
hich he gave me this ſtrange Account. 
e ſaid, Mr. Parſons, in order to his 
onviction, read to him the 53. Chap- 
er of the Prophecy of T1/aiah, and com- 
dared that with the Hiſtory of our Sa- 
jours Paſſion, that he might there ſee 
Prophecy concerning it written many 
Ages before it was done; which the Fews 
hat blaſphemed Jeſus Chriſt ſtill kept 
in cheir Hands, as a Book divinely in- 
pired. He ſaid to me, That as he heard 
t read, he felt an inward Force upon him, 
Which did ſo enlighten his Mind, and convince 
Win, that he could reſiſt it no longer: For the 
F — 


Words 


woo — 
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Words had an Authority which: did ſhoot. lik 
Rays or Beams in his Mind; ſo that he was nd 
only convinced by the 
it, which ſatisfied his Underſtanding, but h 
a Power which did ſo effeftually conſtrain hin 
that he did ever after as firmly believe in : 
Saviour, as if he had ſeen him in the Clouds 
Hie had made it be read ſo often to 
him, that he had got ir by heart ; and 
went through a great Part of it in Dil 
courſe with me, with a ſort of heaven 
Pleaſure, giving me his Reflections oi 
it. Some few I remember, Who hat 
believed our Report * Here; he ſaid, na 
fre the Oppoſt tion the Goſpel was. to met 
with from ſuch Wretches as he was. H 
hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and whe 
we. ſhall ſee bim, there is no | Beauty. tha 
we ſhould deſire him. On this he ſaid; 
Ne meanneſs of bis Appearance and Perſu 
has made vain and fooliſh People diſparq 
him, becauſe he canie not in ſuch à Full 
Coat as they delight in. 


the other Parts, I do not well remenm{ 
ber: And indehd I was, fo affected wit 
what he ſaid then to me, that the ge 
neral Tranſport I was under during il 


whole 


Reaſonings he had abou 


What he ſaid oi 


an 
whe 
tor 
I ha 
H 
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whole Diſcourſe, made me leſs capable 


I had done. 


n hureceived the Sacrament with great Sa- 
= tisfaction, and that was encreaſed by 


n to the Pleaſure he had in his Lady's re- 


andlceiving it with him; who had been 
tor ſome Years miſled into the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome, and 
he himſelf had been not a little in- 


is oe! 1 n. n- 
\ hallltrumental in procuring it, as he free- 
J acknowledged. So that it was one 


met the joy fulleſt things that befel him 


liſchief removed, in which he had ſo 
Wreat a Hand: And during his whole 
Pickneſs, he expreſſed ſo much tenderneſs 
nd true kindneſs to his Lady, that as it 
aſily defaced the remembrance of every 
hing wherein he had been in fault for- 
Herly, ſo it drew from her the moſt paſ- 


fas poſſible; which indeed deſerves a 
Higher Character than is decent to give 
a Perſon yet alive. But I ſhall con- 
hole my Diſcourſe to the Dead, * 

„ e He 


to remember theſe Particulars, as I wiſh 


bin] He told: me, that he had thereupon 


n his Sickneſs, that he had ſeen that 


lonate Care and Concern for him that 


—— — 
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Ille told me, he had overcome all hishe fe 
Reſentments to all the World; ſo that 
he bore ill Will to no Perſon, nor hated 
any upon perſonal Accounts, He had 
given a true State of his Debts, and had 
ordered to pay them all, as far as hi 
Eſtate that was not ſettled could go; 
and was confident, that if all that waz 
owing to him were paid to his Execu- 
tors, his Creditors would be all ſatisfied, 
He ſaid, he found his Mind now poflel- 
ſed with another Senſe of Things, than 
ever he had formerly: He did not re. 
pine under all his Pain; and in one d 
the ſharpeſt Fits he was under while! 
was with him, he ſaid, He did willing. 

ubmit ; and looking up to Heaven, ſaid 
God's holy Will be done, I bleſs him for all l 
does to. me. He profeſſed he was con 
tented either to dye or live, as ſhould 
pleaſe God: And tho it was a foolilh 
Thing for a Man to pretend to chule 
whether he would die or live, yet I 
wiſhed rather to die, He knew be 
could never be ſo well, that Life ſhould 
be comfortable to him. He was conv | 
dent he ſhould be happy if he died, " on w 


wx 5 : . 
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je feared if he lived he might relapſe : 
and then ſaid he to me, In what a Condition 
ated Mhall be, if I relapſe after all this? But he 
hadWaid, be truſted in the Grace and Goodneſs of 
had Cod, and was reſolved to avoid all thoſe 'Temp= 
hisWations, that Courſe of Life, and Company, 
go hat was likely to inſnare him: And be deſired 
was live on no other Account, but that he might 
ecu· ¶ the change of bis Manners, ſome way take off 
fied e high Scandal his former Behaviour had 
ſſeſ. ien. All theſe Things at ſeveral Times 
hauf had from him, beſides ſome Meſlages, 
re: Nrhich very well became a dying Peni- 
e olfent, ro ſome of his former Friends, and 
ile Charge to publiſh any Thing con- 
mngyWcrmning him, that might be a means to 
(aid Weclaim others; Praying God, that as his 
Lie had done much hurt, ſo his Death might 

con ſome good. Tired 185 
ould} Having underſtood all theſe things 
oliſhWrom him, and being preſſed to give 
wi um my Opinion plainly about his E- 
t hoernal State; I told him, that though 
behe Promiſes of the Goſpel did all de- 
ouldpcnd upon a real Change of Heart and 
ofieſLite, as the indiſpenſable Condition up- 
buon which they were made; and that it 
| | | Was 


[ his 
that 


1 10 ne Paſſes in the FR 
Was ſcarce poſſible t to know certainly 
whether our Hearts are changed, tat 
it appeared in our Lives; and the Re. 
pentance of moſt dying Men, being like 
the Howlings of condemned Prifonen 
for Pardon, which lowed from no'Senk 
of their bins; but from the'Horrour 
of approaching Death; there was little 
reaſon to encourage any to hope much 
from fuch Sorrowing; yet certainly | 
the Mind af a Sinner, even on a Deaths 
Bed, be truly fend wd and turned to 
God, {0 great is his Mercy, that he wil 
receive him, even in that ExtremityMence 
He ſaid, Ele was ſure his Mind was entire por 
ty Rüpel; and though Horrour 'had-given bin lit) 
His firſt waking,” Jet that was now erte While 
into a fettled Faith and Converſion. + Put cl 

There is but one Prejudice lies 4pxiol he fi. 
all this, to defeat the good Ends out R 
Divine Providence by it upon others, a hou 
well as on himſelf; and that is, that i ecxio 
was a part of his Diſeaſe, and that thefond 
lownels of his Spirits made ſuck an ab his 
teration in him, that he was not whatfold « 
he had formerly been: And this ſomeſts fai 


have carried ſo far as to. ſay, that I wu, 
_ died 
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lied Mad. Theſe Reports are raiſed by 
nyWhoſewho are unwilling that the laſt 
nlebWMrhoughts or Words of a Perſon, every 
Re. Nvay ſo extraordinary, ſhould have any 
like 1285 either on themſelves or others: 
nenhand it is to be feared, that ſome may 
enlW2ve ſo far ſeared their Conſciences, and 
rouWxceeded the common Meaſures of Sin 
Rau Tie Infidelity, that neither this Teſti- 
nuch 10ny, nor one coming from the Dead, 
ly ould ſignifie much towards their Con- 
ath-Mition. That this Lord was either 
1 toll ad orſtupid, | is a thing ſo notoriouſſy 
wilfhntrue, that it is the greateſt Impu- 
nit Hence for any that were about him, to 
tte port it; and a very unreaſonable Cre- 
11 hin lulity Te others. to believe it; All the 
n g hile I was with him, after he had ſlept 
ut the Diſorders, of the Fit he was in 
he firſt Night, he was not only with= 
ut Ravings, but had a Clearneſs in his 
houghts, in his Memory, in his Re- 
eckions on Things and Perſons, far be- 
ond what Jever ſaw in a Perſon ſo low 
his strength. He was not able to 
old out long in Diſcourle:; far-his Spi- 
ts s failed ; hirn for a half an Baut 
I and 
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and often for a quarter of an Hour, after 
he awakened, he had a Vivacity in his 
Diſcourſe that was extraordinary, and in 
all things like himſelf. He called ofte 
for his Children, his Son the now Eai 
of Rocheſter, and his three Daughter; 
and ſpake to them with a Senſe and Feel 
ing that cannot be expreſſed in WI. 
ting. He called me once to look of 
them all, and ſaid, See how good God hi 
been to me, in giving me ſo many Bleſſing 
and] have carried my | ſelf to him like an un 
- gracious and unthankful Dog. He ond 
talked a great deal to me of Publick A 
fairs, and of many Perſons and Thing 
with the ſame Clearneſs of Thought and; 
Expreſſion, that he had ever done be 
= fore. So that by no Sign, but his Weak 
8 neſs of Body, and giving over Di 
1 courſe ſo ſoon, could I perceive a D 
ference between what his Parts forme! 
ly were, and what they were then. 
And that wherein the Preſence of hi 
Mind appeared moſt, was in the total 
Change of an ill Habit grown ſo mud 
upon him, that he could hardly govef 
himſelf, when he was any ways my 
1 Ly : n - t Let 
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hree Minutes without falling into it; I | 
ean Swearing, He had e 
0 uo me the former Winter, that he ab- 
fteufporred it as a baſe and indecent Thing, 
nd had ſet himſelf much to break it 
f; but he confeſſed that he was fo 
ver- power d by that ill Cuſtom, thathe 
Fould not ſpeak with any warmth, with⸗ 
ic repeated Oaths, which upon any 
ort of Provocation, came almoſt 1 
Wy from him: But in his laſt Remor- 
s this did ſo ſenſibly affect him, that 
only a reſolute and conſtant Watchfulneſs, 
be Habit of it was perfectly maſter d; 
that upon the returns of Pain which 
au ere very ſevere and frequent upon him 
e laſt Day I was with him; or upon 
ch Diſpleaſures as People fick or in 
am are apt to take of a ſudden at thoſe 
bout them: On all theſe Oecaſions he 
ever. ſwore an Oath all-che while | was 

dere. 50 zug; 

Once ke Was ofen ed Wiel 1 
iy of one that he thought made not 
alte enough, with ſomewhat he called 
bt, and faid in a little Hear, That damm d 


ih 10 Soon after I told Him, [: was 
—_— glad 


f ti 


nuch 
vent 
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glad to find his Style ſo reformed, and 
that he had ſo entirely overcome tha fo 
ill Habit of Swearing; only that Word dy * 
of calling any danined, which had retur thin 
ned upon him, was not decent. H) 
Anſwer was, Oh that Language of Friend 1 
which was ſo familiar to me, hangs het aboufſ'*<* 
ne: Sure none; bas. deſerved more to Muc 
damned. than I haye done. And after hy hic 
had humbly. asked God Pardon for i 
he defired me to call the Perſon to hin 
that he might ask him Forgiveneſs ; bu 
told him that was needleſs, for be had 
ſaid it of one that did not hear it, and { 
could not be offended by it. 
In this Diſpoſition of Mind did h 
continue all the while-I was with him 
four Days together; he was then brough 
ſo low, that all Hopes of Recovery wi 
gone. Much purulent Matter came fron 
him with his Urine, which he paſſe 
always with ſome Pain; but one Df 
with unexpreſſable Torment: Yeo 
ore it decently, without breaking 
5 into Repinings, or i impatient Gomplain 
He imagined he had a Stone in his Pa 
ſage; z but it being ſearched, none v 


found 


a 
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Mound, The whole Subſtance of his Bo- 
dy was drained by the Ulcer, and no- 
thing was left but Skin and Bone; and 
dy lying much on his Back, the Parts 
there began to mortifie. But he had 
een formerly ſo low, that he ſeemed as 
nuch paſt all Hopes of Life as now; 
hich made him one Morning after a 
ull and ſweet Night's reſt, procured by 
Laudanum, given him without his Know- 
edge, to fancy it was an Effort of Na- 
ure, and to begin to entertain ſome 
opes of Recovery: For he ſaid, he felt 
imſelf perfectly well, and that he had no- 
Ing ailing him, but an extream Weak- 
els, which might go off in Time; and 
hen he entertained me with the Scheme 
e had laid down for the reſt of his Life, 
ow retired, how ſtrict, and how ſtu- 
lious he intended to be: But this was 
goon over, for he quickly felt that it was 
Wnly the Effect of a good Sleep, and 
Fat he was ſtill in a very deſperate 
e. . 2 "Pp Z 
l thought to have left him on Friday, 
ut not without ſome Paſſion, he de- 
red me to ſtay that Day: There ap- 

— 5 3 peared 


ge — — ̃ ie Ao odio oe nn —«⁵«ð—' . Barna 6 1 


. — VEN Inn 
f 


116 Some Paſſages of the Life 
peared no Symprom of preſent Death; 
and a Worthy Phyſician then with him, 
told me, That tho' he was ſo low, that 
an Accident might carry him away on 
a ſuddain; yet without that, he though 
he might live yet ſome Weeks. So on 
Saturday at Four of the Clock in thi 
Morning J left him, being the 24th o 
July. But I durſt not take Leave of him; 
tor he had expreſſed ſo great an Unwil 
lingneſs to part with me the Day be 
fore, that if J had not preſently yielded 
to one Day s ſtay, it was like to hat 
given him ſome Trouble; therefore 
thought it better to leave him without 
any Formality. Some Hours after h 
asked for me, and when it was told him 
1 was gone, he ſeem'd to be troubled 
and ſaid, Has my Friend left me, then 
ſhall die | ſhortly. After that he ſpake bu 
once or twice till he died: He lay mud 

ſilent: Once they heard him praying 
very devoutly. And on Monday about 
AI wo of the Clock in the Morning ht 

died, without any Convulſion, or. 0 


-- 


much as a Groan, 


* 


J 
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The CONCLUSION. 


Hus he lived, and thus he died 
in the Three and Thirtieth Year 
of his Age. Nature had fitted him for 
great Things, and his Knowledge and 
Obſervation qualify'd him to have been 
one of the moſt extraordinary Men, 
not only of his Nation, but of the Age 
he lived in; and I do verily believe, 
that if God had thought fit to have 
continued him longer in the World, 
he had been the Wonder and Delight 
of all that knew him. But the infinite 
wiſe God knew better what was fit for 
him, and what the Age deſerved. For 
Men who have fo caſt off all Senſe of 
God and Religion, deſerve not ſo fignal 
: Bleſſing, as the Example and Con- 
viction which the reſt of his Life might 
tave given them. And I am apt to 
think that the Divine Goodneſs took 
bity on him, and ſeeing the —— 
rect 0 
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of his Repentance, would try and ven. 

ture him no more in Circumſtances o 
Temptation, perhaps too hard for hu- 
mane Frailty. Now he is at reſt, and 

am very confident enjoys the Fruits df 

his late, but ſincere Repentance. Bu 

ſuch as live, and ſtill go on in thei 
Sins and Impieties, and will not be 2 
wakened neither by this nor the otha 
Alarms that are about their Ears, art 

it feems, given up by God to a ju 
<ial Hardneſs and Impenitency. 

Here is a publick Inſtance of one whi 

live ef their Side, but could not di 
ofit: "And though none of all our I 
— underſtood better than he, th 
| ſegtet Myſteries of Sin, had more i 

died every thing that 12 ſupport 
Man in it, and had more reſiſted all ex 7 
ternal Means of Conviction than he hat * 
done; yet when the Hand of God in 778805 
wardly touched him, he could no lon all] 
ger liel againſt thoſe Pricks; but © humblal all. 
Hhimſelf under that mighty Hand, and as If bſtar 
uſed often to ſay in his Prayers, He wh at, is 

hal ſo often denied him, found then no oth hb: 2 
5 but bis Mercies and Compaſſio ons. N 1 
Ilha 
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J have written this Account with all 
he; Tenderneſs and Caution I could uſe; 
S ad in whatſoever! may have failed, I 
zwe been ſtrict; in the Truth of what L 
aye related, remembring that of Job, 
jill ye he for God? Religion has, Strength 
0 Support. fr om Lyes, 5 and made Sto 
5,1 do, not pretend to have given 
e formal Words that he ſaid, though 
have done that where I could remem- 
er them. But I have written this with 
e ſame Sincerity, that L would, have 
dne, had I;known I had been to die 
inter after we parted; ſo I may have 
rhaps, in the ſſetting out of my An- 
ers to him, have enlarged on ſeverab 
ings both more fully and |more;regu+ 
ly, than I could ſay them in ſuch free 
icourſes as wechad.. am not ſo ſure 4 
all Iſet down as ſaid by me, as Lam 
all ſaid by him to me. But yet the 
bſtance of the greateſt part, even f. 
Wt is che fame iro] Ido ein d 
gi Heal 0 lil ns 10 134 It; 
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frm thaakives' in their ill Ways, bf 


0 down, tham be edified by the other pan 


thing that may ſtrengthen them in thei 


{mall Service. 


manner I could, what was left on 
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It remains, that I humbly ay ear ext 
neſtly beſeech all that ſhall rake thillffy cx 
Book. in their Hands, that they will con Se 
ſider it entirely; and not wreſt ſom 
arts to an ill Intention. God thi 
— of Hearts, knows with what F 
delity I have writ it: But if any vil 
drink up only the Poiſon that may b 
in it, without taking allo the Antidot 
here given to thoſe ill Principles; « 
conſidering the Senſe that this great Per: 
ſon had of them, when he reflected (6 
riouſly on thein'; and will rather con 


the Scruples and Objections which I ff 


of it: As I will look on it as a oreat 
Infelicity, that I ſhould have ſaid alf 


Impieties; ſo the Sincerity of my! 
tentions will, 1 doubt not, excuſe m 
at his Hands, to whom 1 offer 11 ch 


I have now performed, in che be |; 


by this Noble Laid, and have done wil 
the part of an ian. 1 ſhall in the 


— 
* 
0 1 { 
— 
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| earWexe place ſay; ſomewhat, as a Divine. 
tho extraordinary a Text does almoſt force 
con Sermon, though it is plain enough it 
ſonMelf, and ſpeaks with ſo loud a Voice, 
th hat tlioſe who are not awakened by it, 
at Fill perhaps conſider nothing that I can 
wi y. If our Libertines will become ſo 
ar ſober as to examine their former 
ourſe of Life, with that Diſingagement 
nd Impartiality, which they muſt ac- 
nowledge a wiſe Man ought to uſe in 
hings of greateſt Conſ{@ſhence, and bal- 
coNnce the Account of f what) they have 
Wot by their Debaucheries, with I Miſs 
hiefs they have brought on themſelves 
Wd others by them, they will ſoon ſee 
orelWhar a mad Bargain they have made. 
Wome Diverſion, Mirth, and Pleaſure; is 
Ul they can | promiſe themſelves; bur 
oobtain this, how many Evils are they 
o ſuffer? How have many waſted their 
trength, brought many Diſeaſes on 
heir Bodies, and precipitated their Age 
the purſuit of thoſe Things? And as 
hey bring old Age early on themſelves, 
wing it becomes a miſerable ſtate of Life 
F2 the greateſt part of them; Gouts, 
io. 8 Stran- 


S - 
* 


oft- times on their Innocent; but unhap 
py Iflue, who being deſcended from (i 
vitiated an Original; ſuffer for their Ex 
ceſſes. Their Fortunes ate - profuleh 
waſted, both by their Neglect of thei 


their Promiſes and Reſolutions, tha 


* 
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Stranguries, and other Infirmities, bein have 
ſevere Reckonings for their paſt Follies Men 
not to mention the more loathſome Dif: 
eaſes, with their no leſs loatliſome ani 
troubleſome Cures; which they muſt of 
ten go through, who deliver themfelvaſſh1ing 
up to forbidden Pleaſures. Matiy arial: 
disfigur'd beſide, withthe Marks of theiWener 
Intemperance and Lewdneſs, and whidiiiif 
is yet ſadder, an Infection is derived 


Affairs, they being ſo buried in Vict 
that they cannot employ either thei 
Time or Spirits, ſo much exhauſted by 
Intemperance, to conſider them; and by 
that ptodigal Expence which their Luft 
put them upon. They ſuffer ho leſs in 
their Credit; the chief Mean to recove 
an intangled Eſtate; for that irregulalſ ioht 


Expence forces them to ſo many meain 


Shifts, makes them ſo often falſe to alRctio 


they muſt needs feel how much theyſh 
1 1 5 have 


— . 


mes prefer- even to Life it ſelf, their 
Honour and Reputation. Nor do they 


linds, which, by a long Courſe of ſuch 
lilſolute Practices, come to ſink and de- 


it Bloſſoms gave the moſt promiſing 
lopes, have ſo wither d, as to Hecome 


hing, but to wallow like Swine in the 
lch of Senſuality, their Spirits being diſſ 
ppated, and their Minds ſo nummed, 
do be. wholly unfit for Buſineſs, and 
yen indiſpoſed to think. © 
Wor a little wild Mirth, or grols and cox- 
iſÞ:rallelled Folly, chat if chere were not 
Foo many ſuch Inſtances before us, it 
night ſeem incredible. To all this we 
nult add the Horrors that their ill 
Ictions raiſe in them, and the hard 
"Puitcs they Are put to, to aye off theſe; 
2 | 
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ve loſt, that which a Gentleman, and 
len of ingenuous Tempers do ſome- 


Fr leſs in the nobler Powers of their 
generate ſo far, that not a few, whoſe 


acapable of great and generous Unt 
lertakings, and to be diſabled roevery 


Poral Pleaſure, is a Thing of ſuch im- 


mad, 


* 
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mad; or me an habitual Diſuſe of thin Han a 
ing and reflecting on their Action lgio. 
and (if theſe Arts will not perfect. very 
quiet them) by taking Sanctuary iirefor 
27 Atheiſtical Principles as may der: 
leaſt mitigate the Sowerneſs of theifim. 
By - hotights,' though they cannot able bold 
0 ſettle their Minds. ver 
If the State of Mankind inci bam them 
Societies are conſidered, what MiſchiclMWDete! 
n be ul to thoſe which followfthe p 
] Such Perſons are a Plagu rot 1 
wherever they! come; they can nei ore 
ther be truſted nor be loved, having deep! 
caſt off both Truth and 'Goodnel whic| 
which procure” Confidence -and' attradſunha 
Love: They eotftlipr ſome by their He v 
Practices, addy parable. Injuries u bare 
the reſt ; they run great Hazards, andſare w 
put themſel ves to much. Trouble, auf what 
All this to do what is in their Powelſſor ſo 
to make Damnation as ſure to them fand 1 
ſelves as poſſibly they can. What In fas if 
fluence this has on the whole Nation who, 
but too viſible ; how the Bonds df Thot 
Nature, Wedlock; and all other Rela have 
tions are quite n Vertue is thoughttheir 
> all TY 


and Death of John E. of Rocheſter. 12 5 
an antick piece of Formality, and Re- 
gion the effect of Cowardice or Kna- 
very: Theſe are the Men that would 
reform the World, by bringing it un- 
der a new Syſtem of intellectual and 
moral Principles, but bate them a few 
bold and lewd: Jeſts, what have they e- 
ver done, or deſigned to do, to make 
them be remembered, except it be with 
Deteſtation? They are the Scorn of 
the preſent Age, and their Names muſt 
rot in the next. Here they have be- 
fore them an Inſtance of one who was 
deeply corrupted with the Contagion 


unhappily heightened it much himſelf. 
ir He was a Maſter indeed, and not a 


are who repeat, and that but ſcurvily, 
what they may have heard from him 
or ſome others, and with Impudence 
Yand Laughter will face the World down, 


n if} who, : God knows, cannot follow one 
s Thought a [ſtep further than as they 
ela have conned it; and take from them 


Humour 


a 
Pe ad 


which he firſt derived from others, but 


bare Trifler with Wit, as ſome of theſe 


Inas if chey were to teach it Wiſdom; 


gha their borrow'd Wit and; their mimical 


"a Gone eh of th Lib 
3 and they will en of 
pear what: they indeed are, the led 
and loweſt of * 812 

lf they will, or if they can b 
little, I wiſh chey would conſider thy 
by their o] Princ es, they can 


not be ſure that Religion is only a Con 


trivance; all they pretend to is, on 
to weaken ſome ments that at 
brought for it: But they ha ve not Bro 
enough to ſay, They can prove thi 
their own Principles are true. So tha 
at moſt they bring their Cauſe 1 

higher, than that it is poſſible Rebgi 
may not be true. But Kal it is poll 
it may be true, and they have no Sham 
leſt chat will deny chat it 1 probabl 
it may be true; and if ſo, thes wha 
mad Men are chey who run ſo greal 

a Hazard for nothing? By cheir o- 
Donſeſſion it may be chere is a God, 


Judgment, and a Life to come; Andi 


ſo, chen he chat belie ves cheſe Things 


and lives according to them, as e en. 
joys a long Courſe of Healch 
 _ Quiet of Mind; an innocent — 


en crue — and the Serenities f 


which] 


4. 
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thich Vertue raiſes in him, with the 
ures him from others: So when he 
lies, if cheſe Things 
e does not out-live his Error, nor ſhall 


o him if he then ceaſes to be: But 
nl theſe Things be true, he ſhall be in- 
Wiicely happy int hat State, where his pre- 
at ſmall Services ſhall be ſo exceſſively 
ewarded. The Libertines on the other 
de, as they know they muſt die, fo 


elancholly to them; they can have 
0 pleaſant View of that which yet they 
now cannot be very far from them: 
The leaſt painful Idea they can have of 
t is, that it is an extinction and cea- 
ing to be, but they are not ſure even 
that. Some ſecret Whiſpers within 


emble at the Apprehenſiens of ano- 
or ſuperficial Learning, not their im- 
Notions of Impiety, will hold chem up- 


then. 


1 
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prove Miſtakes, 


afterwards raiſe Trouble or Difquier 


he Thoughts of Death muſt be always 


aÞpake them, whether they will or not, 
her State; neither their Finſel-Wit, 


tent Aſſaults upon the weak Side, as 
hey think, of Religion; nor the boldeft 


TTY 6 we 


1 2 3 Some Paſſage if the Life. at 


then. of all which I now a It 
lively an Tuſtance, as perhaps nn Jafer 
can — parallel. Arot 
Here were Parts lo rag by N P red 
ture, and improved by Study, and yd thi 
fo corrupted and debaſed by Irreligion hey 


and Vice, that he who was made to ht 
one of the Glories of his Age was bs 
come a Proverb, and if his Repen 
| tance had not interpoſed, would hat 
been one of the greateſt Reproaches « 

ir. He knew well the ſmall Strength df 
that weak Cauſe; and at firſt deſpiſed 
but afterwards abhorred it. He felt th 
Miſchiefs, and ſaw the Madneſs of it 
and therefore tho he lived to the Scan 
dal of many, he died as much to the 
Edification of all thoſe. who, ſaw him 
and . becauſe . they were but a ſmal 
Number, he defired that he might even 
when dead, yet ſpeak. He was willing 
nothing. ſhould be concealed that might 
caſt Reproach on himſelf and on Sin) 
and = up Glory to God and Reli 
gion. So that tho he lived a heinous 
Sinner, yet he died a moſt  exemplag 
e. bien 


letert 
dernic 
in 
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nc It would be a vain and ridiculous 
Inference for any from hence to draw 
Arguments about the abſtruſe Secrers of 


if they are of the Number of the Elect, 
hey may live as they will, and that 
Divine Grace will at ſome time or o- 
her violently conſtrain them, and ir- 
eſiſtably work upon them. But as St. 


vice for which he was appointed, in ſo 
tupendious a manner, as is no warrant 
Wor others to expect ſuch a  Vocation 
o if upon ſome ſignal Occaſions ſuch 
onverſions fall out, which, how far 
they are ſhore of Miracles, I ſhall not 
letermine, it is not only a vain but a 
ernicious Imagination, for any to go 
on in their ill Ways upon a fond Con- 


efal them: For whatſoever extraor- 
;obfÞinary Dealings with ſome may be, we 
in re ſure. his common Way of Working 
by offering theſe! Things to our ra- 
onal Faculties, which, by the Aſſiſtan- 


F we can, ſhall be certainly effectual 


predeſtination; and to conclude, that 


pan! was called to that eminent Ser- 


eit and Expectation that the like will 


es of his Grace, if we improve them 


R for 
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85 = or abuſe theſe, We put our ſelves 


that Wonders ſhould be wrought for 
our Conviction ; which tho they ſome-· Much 
times happen, that they may give anſſepte: 


— 
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for our Reformation; and if we ne-ſhvard 
here 

eyond the common Methods of God;fſho 
Mercy, and have no Reaſon to exped od 
0 pL 


denly 


effectual Alarm for the awaking of o- 
der 


thers, yet it would deſtroy the whol 


Deſign of Religion if Men ſhould de, hall 
pend upon, or look for ſuch an extraos ting 
dinary and forcible Operation of God Ponv 
Caace. 517 1 bur P. 


can fin no longer, from the Hopes! 


deſperate and unreaſonable Reſolution 


Mercy at the laſt; and from thence pre- 
ſume that they alſo ſhall be received 
' when they turn to God on their Death: 
Beds: For what Mercy ſoever God ma) 


And 1 hope that thoſe who have halWut D 


ſome ſharp Reflections on their pa no 


Life, ſo as to be reſolved to forſal ted t. 
their ill Courſes, will not take the lealoexp 
Encouragement to themſelves in thatſQer at 
deciall 
ritica] 
re oft 
lis Re 
n a lo 
uger 
Let th 
\epent 


Te 


of putting off their Repentance till che) 


have expreſs d of this Lord's obtaining 


ſhew to ſuch as really were ne ver nt 
3 FE 2 Wo.aarch 


end Death Tot oh E. * wech e 1 31 
ardly touched before that Time; yer 


here is no reaſon to think that thoſe 
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